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Broad summary

This IAJGS summer Birds of a Feather session brings Jewish genealogy society librarians together for
an open discussion. After a short IA]JGS welcome covering the lack of an in-person 2026 conference,
the April virtual conference, the events calendar, and volunteer needs, Michelle Sandler opens the

floor.

The conversation centers on a shared problem: societies hold valuable Jewish genealogy book
collections, but few members use them in a Zoom-first era. Participants compare housing models
(home garages, public libraries, FamilySearch centers, reference libraries), speaker and program ideas
that draw people to books, donation and deaccession risks (collections split across floors or
discarded), publishing and journal developments after Gary Mokotoff, cataloging systems for Judaica
(Elazar, Weine, Dewey, Library of Congress), and tools for finding MARC records. The meeting closes
with plans to share Zoom chat links and contact information for follow-up.




Detailed summary

Opening and IAJGS context

Bonnie Birns welcomes attendees to the Librarian BOF, explains SIGs and BOFs, and notes that IA]JGS
is not holding an in-person conference in 2026, so these summer meetings give groups a place to
gather. She reminds the group of a virtual conference the following April, points to the IA]JGS events
calendar and volunteer opportunities (including fundraising and technology), and notes that this is
the third of six scheduled summer meetings, with more in August. She then turns the meeting over to
Michelle.

Michelle introduces herself as OCJGS librarian and IA]JGS library liaison, explains that she took the role
after asking for policy and guidance for Jewish genealogy libraries when little existed, and opens the

floor to any library-related topic.

Book recommendation and speaker: Daniel / John Boorstin

Phil Goldfarb (JGS of Tulsa) recommends a forthcoming biography by John Boorstin about Daniel
Boorstin — Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and the only Jewish Librarian of Congress. Phil connects
the family story to Leo Frank’s attorney Samuel (Boorstin / related surname as spoken), the move to
Tulsa, and Tulsa history including the 1921 race massacre. John lives in the Los Angeles area, is
speaking in Tulsa and Atlanta, and Phil offers contact information and notes that John’s fee
arrangement is book sales commissions rather than a large speaker fee — useful for California

societies. Bonnie posts Wikipedia and Amazon links in chat.

How societies house and use collections

Participants describe very different library setups and the same usage challenge:

e  Michelle / OCJGS: About 224 volumes in her Westminster garage (plus personal duplicates
upstairs), cataloged with Library of Congress classification. Meetings moved to Zoom after a
synagogue venue became too expensive. Only about two people have used the collection in recent
years; she plans a December browse session at home and occasional annual open houses. She
answers lookup requests from Tracing the Tribe, Jewish Genealogy Portal, and JewishGen
listservs for books that are not online (for example Alexander Beider’s works). She buys books

personally because the society has no book budget.

e  Phil / Tulsa: Complete run of Avotaynu; receiving Miriam Weiner’s Roots to Roots archives; oral
histories of Tulsa Jewish life; successful Miriam Weiner author event that drew hundreds;

creative speaker packaging with Federation and Historical Society sharing costs.

* Roberta / San Diego: Past “show the books” programs that drove borrowing; about 550 books;
annual in-person research meetings with the library open; caution that public-library donations

often scatter genealogy titles into history and biography stacks on other floors.

e Israel Perel / Conejo Valley area: Traveling library and garage lending gave way to donating
books to Thousand Oaks Library (with Conejo Valley Genealogical Society’s genealogy section)
and journals to Agoura Library — accessible seven days a week and used for rare live meetings.



e Elaine / Toronto: About 300 titles stored at Toronto Reference Library (reference only, no
circulation). Location and parking make use difficult for a senior membership; synagogues,
universities, and archives cite lack of space. She is reluctant to buy new books while current ones
sit unused, and the board debates donating the collection outright (loss of control vs. storage).

+ Bonnie / Palm Beach: After COVID, paying a synagogue for unused storage was wasteful; Allen
County Public Library (Fort Wayne) took the collection and paid shipping after the conference
connection via Alan Huss.

Common themes: online research reduces walk-in demand; keeping a collection intact often means
private housing and low use; institutional donation can mean split shelves, discard, or loss of society
identity.

Speakers, acquisitions, and publishing

Discussion covers affordable speakers (piggybacking local societies; John Boorstin’s book-sale model
vs. $1,000 speaker quotes), recent acquisitions (Three Minutes in Poland; Alexander Beider on
Romanian Jewish surnames, recommended after a Sallyann Sack Avotaynu review; Beider’s planned
Anatolia / Turkish surnames work; Neil Rosenstein working on a new book), and the uncertain future
of Avotaynu publishing after Gary Mokotoff (Jeff Malka’s book as one post-sale title). Sallyann Sack’s
new journal through the International Institute for Jewish Genealogy (about three issues; Bonnie
posts links) is praised as needed scholarship. Bonnie notes searchable Avotaynu online would require
author clearances. Beginner guides by Mokotoff remain door-prize and workshop staples. Phil

suggests Jewish nursing homes as duplicate homes; Michelle’s local facilities declined for lack of space.

Michelle wants a definitive published list of Jewish genealogy books (she already maintains a ~30-40
core list on IA]JGS and Association of Jewish Libraries sites). Phil suggests Al / Steve Little / Arthur

Sissman; Michelle reports generic Al inventing nonexistent titles; Phil stresses specific prompts.

Los Angeles FamilySearch Center and duplicate books

Nancy Goldberg reports the Los Angeles FamilySearch / Family History Library (Santa Monica
Boulevard; second-largest in the country) closed abruptly — described as remodeling — with mixed
instructions about removing JGSLA’s 200-plus books. Duplicates went to president Laura Burgold’s
home; Michelle offers to take unwanted duplicates. Broader concern: Salt Lake talk of consolidating
branch books to Salt Lake; FamilySearch catalog listings exist, but Salt Lake does not do staff lookups
(Bonnie needs a Spanish reader for one title). Circulation is generally reference-only; Michelle

recounts losing books when she once allowed checkout.

Cataloging systems and tools

The group compares classification schemes:

e Elazar (E-L-A-Z-A-R): Judaica system preferred by Michelle for synagogue work and used in
modified form by Roberta; comfortable for many users because it resembles Dewey.

e Weine (W-E-I-N-E): Modified Dewey for non-librarian catalogers; used by a large St. Louis
Jewish library and many Jewish schools; available via Association of Jewish Libraries.



e« Dewey / Library of Congress: Elaine finds Dewey cumbersome; Michelle keeps OCJGS on LC to
distinguish it from the synagogue collection.

For copy cataloging, Michelle points to jewishlibraries.org (Association of Jewish Libraries) member
access for online Judaica catalogs and MARC records. She uses ResourceMate (Canada-based, aimed at
smaller synagogue/]CC libraries) for automation; it supports Dewey and LC but not Elazar.

Close

Bonnie posts chat links for resources discussed. Michelle thanks attendees, offers to schedule more
sessions, and shares contact emails (personal Gmail and OCJGS info/library addresses). Bonnie will
collect Zoom chat and the recording and send Michelle the registrant list so resources can be
redistributed.




Full chat transcript
Speaker turns are merged from the Zoom VTT. Timestamps mark the start of each turn. Automatic
speech recognition errors (names, titles, and occasional garbled phrases) are preserved as spoken in

the source file.

[00:00:00] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Start the recording. And I'm just gonna say hi, everyone, and
welcome to the Librarian Birds of a Feather meeting. My name is Bonnie Burns, and [ am the Special
Interest Group and SPOF Coordinator for IAJGS And I, I'm welcoming you today. And so on behalf of
[AJGS I'm going to share my screen. And you see, oh wait, it's Okay, okay. So on behalf of IA]GS,
welcome to the lecture, to the meeting. And so, you know, SIGs and BOFs are special interest groups
and research divisions and most, some of them are specific regions or specific areas of study or
geographically, but there are other informal groups like your own that meet to discuss other topics.
We have the professional BOF coming up as well. Great. And so, IA]GS wants you to know, you know,
the reason we're doing this is because we are not having an in-person conference in 2026. And we
know that the BOFs and SIGs tend to meet at our conferences. And so we wanted to offer another
avenue for the groups to meet without waiting like another full year till we all get together again. And
we actually aren't even getting together in person next year, but they wanted me to remind you that
we are having a virtual conference next April. So keep that on your calendar. So the. they also. [A]JGS
also has a calendar of events and things like that, so every JGS is able to post on the calendar, and so
you can see upcoming meetings. So, please take a look at that to see what else is going on in the Jewish
genealogy world. IA]JGS is also looking for volunteers, so if you, have an interest in anything else, I
know all of us here are usually very big volunteers anyway, but if you have specific, interest in
fundraising or technology skills, they'd be appreciative. There's a webpage on the IAJGS site where
you can actually volunteer. So this is the third of the six meetings that we've scheduled for this
summer, so we've had some really good meetings so far. I'm looking forward to this one, and we do
have three more coming up, in the. in the month of August. And that's really all [ want to say. This
meeting is yours to do with, you know, have your discussion and, That's it. Thanks for your time. All

right.

[00:02:37] Michelle Sandler: Okay, thank you, Bonnie. So, my name's Michelle Gail Sandler. ['m the
librarian at OCJGS, the librarian at IA]JGS, you know, as far as library liaison person. I got talked into
the position, because I kept asking about policy in things for library, you know, Jewish genealogy
libraries, because there wasn't any quote stuff. So we'll talk about basically anything anyone wants to
talk about. So I open it up, the floor, since I can't see who's on the, Call. I open the floor up to anyone
that wants to speak. And here. Candidate? Can you all hear me?

[00:03:38] Phil Goldfarb: Books or something?
[00:03:40] Michelle Sandler: I didn't hear you.

[00:03:42] Phil Goldfarb: I said, first of all, this is Phil Goldfarb, JGS of Tulsa You want to talk about a
new. Interesting book that you're our speaker that you might want to get that just. Publish something

that's. National interest.

[00:04:00] Michelle Sandler: Okay.



[00:04:02] Phil Goldfarb: Something like that.
[00:04:03] Michelle Sandler: For sure, feel free, | mean.

[00:04:06] Phil Goldfarb: Now let me put my video on so you can see me at least. Knock, There we
go. Okay. Okay. I, you know, again, I don't know what this meeting is about, and you talk about library,

but, have any of you heard of Leo Frank? First of all.
[00:04:31] Nancy Goldberg: Yes.

[00:04:32] Phil Goldfarb: Okay, you've heard of the Leo Fr Trial, and he was, yeah, okay. Do you

know who his attorney was?
[00:04:40] Nancy Goldberg: No.

[00:04:41] Phil Goldfarb: Okay, his attorney was a guy by the name of Samuel Bor He was the
youngest attorney in, Georgia at the time, and a good friend of his. When they. Took Leo. Frank, and
lynched him. There was a lot of anti-Semitism because of that. Well, he. Sam took his family, moved to

Tulsa, Oklahoma. had a son by the name of Daniel Boorstin. You ever hear of Daniel Boorstin.
[00:05:09] Nancy Goldberg: Yes.

[00:05:09] Phil Goldfarb: Okay, Dan, for those of you who don't know, Daniel was one of the
intellectuals of the 20th century. He was the only Jewish Librarian of Congress, and there's only been
14.

[00:05:22] Michelle Sandler: Oh, yeah.

[00:05:23] Phil Goldfarb: There's only been 14 of them since 1802. Anyway, his son John, who's a
real good friend of mine, lives in LA, just wrote a book that's coming out in August. On Daniel Boorstin.
And Daniel. Daniel Boorst worked with John Hope Franklin, if any of you know that name. His father
worked with B.C. Franklin after the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre. Anyway, John wrote this book. And,
he's. Coming to Tulsa to talk about it. And signed the book, obviously. Then he's gone to Atlanta, to
some big Jewish conference in Atlanta. But, if you're talking about library and books, this is. this is
probably a premier book that some of you might want to get, or. Bring in John to speak about this
book.

[00:06:14] Roberta Berman Berman: What is the title of the book?

[00:06:17] Phil Goldfarb: It's American, it's Daniel Boorstin American, and I can't remember the
name of it, to be honest. I can look it up real quick. Again, it's on Amazon, it comes out. But here's a
family. And here's a person who is a preeminent Jew in the 20th century that most people have
forgotten about. Again, he was a Pulitzer Prize winner for history. In 1974, he wrote The Americans.
That was a part of a trilogy. But there aren't very many Jewish, Pulitzer Prize winners, and again, he's
the only Jewish Librarian of Congress, 1976. 6 to 86 or 75 to 85. Anyway, I thought that might be
interesting to bring up and if you're interested, let me know and I'll give you John's contact

information. So, that's all I had to say.



[00:07:18] Michelle Sandler: Okay, well, does anyone else want to bring. I just thought we'd get
together and talk about libraries and Jewish genealogy libraries, Jewish genealogy books. You know.

[00:07:30] Phil Goldfarb: Our library has. Has, what was that, The one that Gary Makatov and, but.
Sally Ann. Avotainu. We have every Avotainu from number one, volume one, to the last one. And so we
have all that. I don't know how many libraries have that. We're also redoing our library, our JGS
library, because we're getting Merriam-Weiner's Roots to Roots archives. In our, museum and library.
So that's kind of exciting for us.

[00:08:11] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, [ heard that. That sounds. really neat. | had all the issues of
Volotainum, but I gave them to the local regional Orange County Family History Center because I just
didn't have room for them. Our library's in our garage. We have 224 volumes. Actually, three of the
volumes are laminated pages from the Genealogical Publishing Company. One's written by Jeanette
Silverman. And I think she lives in Phoenix. She's somebody. She used to run Ukraine SIG. And the
other two are ones Ukraine genealogy and the other ones I think Russian genealogy. And so those are
three sheets and everything else is books. And I don't have anyone using them. They're mostly me. |
write a library column for the newsletter, and so that's when they get used. Yeah. I've had occasionally
somebody come over, but very rarely. But they're valuable books. Plus, I have my own 50 or so books
upstairs, so about 35 or 40 of them are duplicates between what | have down in the garage and what I

have upstairs in our walk-in closet that's our, library, you know, personal library.

[00:09:33] Phil Goldfarb: Yeah, but obviously it's not doing you much good there. They should be

somewhere where people can actually look at 'em.

[00:09:41] Michelle Sandler: Well, the synagogue we were in kicked us out. So we were in Monte
Newport Beach and for a lot of two years we had meetings there and then they just got too expensive.
So now our meetings are on Zoom. So the library's in my garage and people know that they can come
anytime. You just let me know and I'll be home. Just say, well, unless [ have a regular appointment at
that time and I'm not that busy, just come and say, hey, I want to come use, let me know. [ want to
come use the library. And I'm happy to let people use the library. They can come sit at our kitchen
table, or I can put a table and chairs out there. You know, either way. Or our dining room table. You
know, the point is, the library is accessible, and I'm right off the freeway. ['m a quarter of a mile from a
freeway. So you know, it's like it makes it real convenient for people.

[00:10:37] Phil Goldfarb: Mmhm.
[00:10:38] Michelle Sandler: ['ve had like two people. In the last few years that have used it.

[00:10:44] Phil Goldfarb: Well, obviously, most people don't want to go to libraries or use libraries,
because they can get 90% of the things online.

[00:10:51] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, but today, like Alexander Bader's books are not online.
[00:10:57] Phil Goldfarb: Yep.

[00:10:57] Michelle Sandler: They will never be online. There's other stuff that's not online. So, and

that's what I use. You know, people will write and say, you know, on Tracing the Tribe, or Jewish



Genealogy Portal, or the Jewish Gen Listserv, and say, hey, you know, does anyone have this book? Can
they look this up? And I will sometimes look it up for people. Because I know that people can't always
afford all these expensive things. And a lot of them are not being printed anymore. I don't know if
Favotenu's gonna keep How long they're going to keep their publishing company going. They're not
putting out new stuff. They put out one new thing, and that was by Jeff Malka. Which I haven't bought
yet. And so I don't know if they're going to keep going or not. They were running it.

[00:11:53] Roberta Berman Berman: There are fewer books being published. We had a. I'm from
San Diego, and we had a program. This was before the days with the computer, but we had a library
program. We had two of us, we took books off the shelf and showed them What the book is, we took
books from various topics of genealogy and we put them on the table and we picked up each book and
just talked about it. And when we were finished, people were actually going up to the library and they
were borrowing the books, which was the intention. So we brought the library. They actually looked at

the books with what the result, and that was what we wanted.

[00:12:40] Michelle Sandler: I have that in. I have that coming up in December. We're going to have
a session in my house, probably in the garage, and everyone that wants to come is going to get a
chance to look at stuff. and you know, and all 224 books will be available for browsing. And.

[00:13:01] Phil Goldfarb: But you're right. You're right. You're right. Something like, Biter's book. I
had one meeting where I had everyone bring it, you know, five names to look up, and we had a lot of
fun doing it. So that's one aspect, that that can be done.

[00:13:17] Michelle Sandler: Maybe next year I'll set up another. although I'm trying to get off the.

being president and VP of programming. Just because I've done it so long, I'm getting tired.
[00:13:28] Phil Goldfarb: Yeah, I've done it for 20 years.

[00:13:31] Israel Perel: For sure.

[00:13:31] Michelle Sandler: 9 years old.

[00:13:32] Israel Perel: Okay.

[00:13:33] Roberta Berman Berman: Oh.

[00:13:34] Israel Perel: Rio Valley. I don't want to interrupt anyone else, but I'll share our
experience. We are getting dark today. We used to have a traveling library that we brought to our
meetings, people could look at, and a permanent library in the city, in Agoura, which was near us in
Los Angeles. Because most of us are doing Zoom, it wasn't worthwhile, and the former president had
books. in her garage and was available, like you, Michelle, for people to borrow if they wanted, any of
the books. We now, have two libraries. We donated all of our traveling library to the Thousand Oaks
Library that has a large genealogy section, it's much more accessible for people because they can come
seven days a week and look at the books that are there. The journals are in the Agora Library, which is
close by, and all of our books are in the Thousand Oaks Library. It's within their catalog and their
Reference books, and they've been really, really helpful. to catalog the books and to make them



available. And that's where we have our meetings now, on the rare occasions that we have live
meetings.

[00:14:45] Michelle Sandler: [ contacted Orange County Public Library. I contacted a lot of libraries
and they all said no.

[00:14:53] Israel Perel: We're. We're fortunate in that the Conejo Valley Genealogical Society, which
is not our Jewish Genealogical Society, already had a large genealogy section, and they welcomed all of
our books and gave us special shelves to do that. That's good.

[00:15:13] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, | stopped at that library once on the way up north, and so I saw
the magazine section. Well, my husband and I drove, and I said, let's stop. So we stopped. We had
stopped at, | went to Maribel Ghazi's and picked up books, and then we stopped. She was the librarian
for years at JGSLA, and then we stopped at your library up there, and Girl Hill, Thousand Oaks, and we
saw the library, and then we kept going, you know, but it was fun to see it. We're able to stop the

section.

[00:15:51] Phil Goldfarb: She didn't, she didn't sing Go ahead. The other thing you might want to
think about, we. we brought in Miriam Weiner, who, of course, wrote the definitive book about
Ukraine, and the definitive book about Poland, and she talked about her books, and she signed books,
and you know, that brought a couple hundred people. That we never had before. So, it's little things
like that that you might try as well. And I'm counting on it, but when John Boorstin comes, I'm
counting on at least 200 people for my group, and then he's also talking at the Tulsa Historical Society
the night before. So, you know, it. You gotta sometimes be creative. That's what I'm trying to.

[00:16:36] Michelle Sandler: [ know. I've had people come in when other groups in the area have
had, you know, piggybacked off other societies locally, because we can't afford it. As you know, on our
own, that's just, ['ve been writing to people for speakers and some of them, one of them said they

wanted a thousand dollars. To speak. And I said, if I do that, I'm bankrupting myself.
[00:17:02] Israel Perel: Yeah, yeah.

[00:17:03] Phil Goldfarb: Where are you located? Where are you located.
[00:17:05] Michelle Sandler: Orange County, California, below LA.

[00:17:08] Phil Goldfarb: Okay, so for instance, John Boorstin, okay, he lives in Sherman Oaks or
somewhere like that. And and he didn't he did he's the only thing he's charging us is. Us buying books.
To sell. That we get the money for and he gets a commission off of what on the sales and he's so close
to you.

[00:17:30] Michelle Sandler: Okay.
[00:17:31] Phil Goldfarb: that, you know, he'll, he can drive there. So if you're.

[00:17:34] Michelle Sandler: Yo.



[00:17:34] Phil Goldfarb: California and that gentleman from That that that other one in California.
['d I'd really really highly recommend John.

[00:17:44] Michelle Sandler: Okay, I'll keep that in mind. Yeah, because I've been planning my
program for next year. At least I'm doing going to do half a program and, you know, for half the year
because I'm hoping someone will take over. Which probably won't happen, but that's my hope. So that

I can.
[00:18:03] Phil Goldfarb: Bonnie, Bonn.
[00:18:04] Michelle Sandler: February.

[00:18:05] Phil Goldfarb: Bonnie posted it in the message. section. in the chat section, so you can
look at Daniel Borsten, the Wikipedia, as well as the book on Amazon.

[00:18:19] Michelle Sandler: Okay.
[00:18:20] Phil Goldfarb: Okay.
[00:18:21] Michelle Sandler: Take a look.

[00:18:21] Phil Goldfarb: Take a look, if you all will take a look at, again, highly recommended,
highly.

[00:18:29] Elaine Cheskes: | would like to say something. I'm Elaine Cheskes, and I'm the acting
librarian for the Jewish Genealogical Society of Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Okay. My position basically
is to acquire books, catalog them, process them. And, then we are fortunate, but unfortunate in
another way. The Toronto Reference Library, which is a huge reference library in Toronto, has, agreed
to store, and I say store. our collection, which is about 300 titles. But unfortunately. The location and
the fact that our membership is basically seniors, it's very difficult to take public transportation or
parking. to get to the library. And it's a reference library, so none of our books are allowed to circulate.
So we have a usage problem that really nobody is using the facility. nor the books. And I'm reluctant to
acquire and spend money on new books when the ones that we have are not being utilized at all. So
my question, I am taking notes on some of the suggestions we have, or [ have tried. to, find another
facility. Synagogues, universities, and the archives, the answer is the same. We'd love to help you out,
but we don't have the space. So, I'm looking for ways to get our membership more involved in actually

using our library.

[00:20:31] Michelle Sandler: You might see if one of the members has a, like a garage or a room in
their house where they're happy to store the collection, and then it might get more use.

[00:20:43] Elaine Cheskes: Most of them are downsizing from their house and they want to find a
place to act, you know, to donate.

[00:20:52] Phil Goldfarb: Do you have a university there with a Judaic studies program?
[00:20:58] Elaine Cheskes: Well, yes, there is. Yes, the University of Toronto.

[00:21:02] Phil Goldfarb: Okay, have you, have you, have you asked them?



[00:21:05] Elaine Cheskes: | have the answers.

[00:21:07] Phil Goldfarb: Hello?

[00:21:08] Elaine Cheskes: Yep. They don't.

[00:21:09] Phil Goldfarb: The local. How about the local hill elk? You have a local hill out.
[00:21:13] Elaine Cheskes: | have.

[00:21:14] Phil Goldfarb: The local Jewish community center.

[00:21:16] Elaine Cheskes: Okay. Yeah, | have called them. The only one I haven't called is is Hillel
that [ know of. But yeah, | am working on it, trying to locate other formats and other places that would
take them. Yeah.

[00:21:33] IAJGS - Bonnie Birns: So I'l], I'll reiterate what I said before. So it's on the recording. So

['m.

[00:21:38] Elaine Cheskes: | can't hear you, Bonnie.
[00:21:41] Israel Perel: Still can't hear you.

[00:21:45] Elaine Cheskes: No, you're basically on mute.
[00:21:49] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Can you not hear me?
[00:21:51] Israel Perel: Now I can.

[00:21:51] Michelle Sandler: Okay.

[00:21:53] Nancy Goldberg: Yes.

[00:21:54] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Yes, now you can.
[00:21:55] Israel Perel: Yes. Yeah.

[00:21:55] Nancy Goldberg: Yes.

[00:21:56] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Okay, so I'm just gonna say what I said earlier so that it's on the
recording. So in Palm Beach County, we were paying a synagogue to store the books, and it just
became a waste of money, because nobody was ever using it after COVID hit. And we looked all
around in Florida for somebody to take it, and nobody wanted it. And after having been in, Fort Wayne
for the last conference, you know, Alan Huss talked to the Fort Wayne County Public. the Allen County
Public Library, and they actually agreed to take our books. So we basically shut down our library. You
know, a bunch of us went in and took some books that we wanted. And then Allen County actually
paid the shipping costs, and they. We shipped all the books to them, and we got rid of our library.

[00:22:39] Elaine Cheskes: we did have that consideration, is donating our collection to the, Toronto
Reference Library, and There were mixed feelings on that, because, number one, you close down your

library, you lose control completely. And all the books that have been donated by members are not too



happy about seeing them, you know, move to a different library. But that is something that we are
talking about with the board. Yeah, thank you.

[00:23:19] Michelle Sandler: Well, good luck. No.

[00:23:22] Roberta Berman Berman: One problem. One problem with donating books to another
library is that even if they take it, they will put books in, not necessarily in the genealogy section, like
in San Diego. The San Diego Genealogy Society donated its collection to the main library, the main San
Diego library. And they didn't keep all of the books together. They took books that the subject was
history, and then history section. So the genealogy section is on the 9th floor. It's a 9th story building.
So the history books might be in section in the fifth floor, and the biographies might be on another
floor. So it's not the same library in the genealogy, the genealogy section doesn't get all of the books

that you have put together. as your library.
[00:24:34] Elaine Cheskes: Oh.

[00:24:35] Roberta Berman Berman: So like my book. Our books, our books, we have about 550
books, and if we were to donate that to a library, maybe about half of them would stay. in the
genealogy section, and the others would be spread out through the library. So that's something to

consider.

[00:25:02] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, that's why I didn't donate to Orange County Public Library,
because they said, well, some books will go here, some books will go there, some books will go there,
and some will probably get rid of. And I said, no, this is a good collection, and that was the only way
they would take them, so I said, no thanks.

[00:25:20] Nancy Goldberg: Yes.

[00:25:21] Michelle Sandler: So I put them in my garage. So, you know, could use them as a
collection. and I have the best collection in Orange County.

[00:25:37] Nancy Goldberg: But yet, you've only had two people Come by to actually use them.

[00:25:42] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, but you know, I'm gonna have a meeting in December and then
maybe next year we'll have another, maybe once a year we'll do a, a meeting at my house. People can
come. Because, you know, | know it's a big county, but I'm right off the freeway. I'm literally a quarter

of a mile from the freeway.

[00:26:02] Nancy Goldberg: What city do you live in?
[00:26:04] Michelle Sandler: Westminster.
[00:26:05] Nancy Goldberg: Westminster.

[00:26:07] Michelle Sandler: So I'm on the right off the 405 freeway, quarter a mile, half a mile. I'm
right there. So you can walk to the freeway. So it's easy for people to get to. And so I figured, you know,
once a year I'll do a presentation at my house, and people can spend a couple hours going through the
collection.



[00:26:27] Nancy Goldberg: That sounds nice.

[00:26:29] Roberta Berman Berman: We we have something like that. We have a research meeting
in person. a research meeting once a year, and we have the library open, and the people use it then. So

it's.

[00:26:50] Phil Goldfarb: The other thing we have in our library that people come and listen to, we
have oral histories. of the city and the Jews in Tulsa, Oklahoma, going back to the early 1900s. And the,
[ don't know if it was Hadassah who did it, or something, Jewish Federation did it back in the 80s, and
people come and listen to that because there's some great history there, great genealogy. And, that
might be something that you can utilize, or if you haven't done it before, you should, sit down and
video some of the Key people. From your community.

[00:27:34] Michelle Sandler: Actually, that's been we have the the Jewish Federation has. and
Someone who's like the archivist for the historian, Jewish historian for the Jewish Federation. And
she's been doing things like that. I don't know about videotaping, but she's been collecting the history
for years, and she does come and speak, and I've had her speak. And I offered, I said, well, do you have
an archive? No, mostly it's just on her computer. But she collects everything that's the history of

Jewish Orange County.

[00:28:13] Phil Goldfarb: Well, just being on her computer is not going to help people. She needs to
understand that.

[00:28:18] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, ['ve tried to tell her that, but. Dahlia didn't listen. You know, [
said. because I'm building an archive for my synagogue, and I've never done that. I'm a li. degreed
librarian. I didn't take a class in archives at Cal State. San Jose State at Cal State Fullerton because he
didn't offer one. The one time they offered it was early in the morning. And I couldn't get up that early.

[00:28:42] Roberta Berman Berman: No.

[00:28:43] Phil Goldfarb: Well, the Jewish library isn't, you know, you don't have to use the Dewey
Decimal System to have a good Jewish library.

[00:28:50] Michelle Sandler: No, we have El Bazar.
[00:28:52] Phil Goldfarb: Yep.

[00:28:53] Michelle Sandler: Actually, our OCJGS library is in Library of Congress, because to
differentiate it from the library when we had it at the synagogue. I chose LC as opposed to Elazar. Said,
okay, I can figure this out.

[00:29:10] Phil Goldfarb: And now you know that the only Jewish. Jewish Librarian of Congress was
Daniel Boorst Yep.

[00:29:17] Roberta Berman Berman: So.

[00:29:19] Michelle Sandler: ['ve heard of him. I just didn't realize he was the only Jewish one.



[00:29:23] Phil Goldfarb: Yeah, I did put in the chat area his email, John's email address if you want

to contact him, particularly if you live in California.

[00:29:31] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, I.

[00:29:32] Phil Goldfarb: And please feel free to use my name. He's a friend of mine.
[00:29:35] Michelle Sandler: Okay.

[00:29:35] Phil Goldfarb: And, again, he didn't charge us anything, to lecture. He just said, well, we're
buying, like, 100 books. For him to sign, and he gets a commission off the books. We are paying for. the
Jewish Federation is paying for his transportation. The Historical Society's paying for his lodging. And
the genealogy society is paying for his food. So he, he's bringing his wife, which is fine. So, you know,

the, but in California, God, that's. He'd be cheap and great.
[00:30:13] Michelle Sandler: Yep. Okay, thanks.
[00:30:15] Israel Perel: About a half hour from us.
[00:30:17] Phil Goldfarb: Yep.

[00:30:19] Roberta Berman Berman: So San Diego, everybody's there. Everybody who lives in San
Diego came from somewhere else, and they're really not interested in San Diego. a history.

[00:30:35] Michelle Sandler: We have one book by Dahlia Taft, our, you know, the historian for the
Jewish Federation, and she wrote a book on. you know, Jewish Orange County. And I found a free copy,
and [ took it and put it in the. the collection, you know, someone had left a free copy somewhere, and |
grabbed it. You know, probably for the synagogue. I thought the synagogue doesn't need it, so |
grabbed it for our collection. You know, because I'm also a librarian in my synagogue, which is reform.
And so I spend my life looking for books. The last book I bought. well, actually, I got it. A Synagogue in
Fountain Valley. is going out of business called B'nai Tzedek. They were merging with us. A year and a
half, I'm on the board at Temple Beth David. They're merging, we're talking about the merge, we're
getting ready for it. At the last minute, they pulled the plug. They're not merging with us. They're.
they've sold their building, they're moving out into a rented office space, they're gonna rent some
sanctuary space, and when they can get clergy, have a meeting, you know, have a service. Because.
They don't have permanent clergy. So we'll see what happens. Meanwhile, I took all their books.

[00:32:03] Nancy Goldberg: Oops.

[00:32:03] Michelle Sandler: And one of the books was Three Minutes in Poland. So it's all about
someone's made a movie. And I guess in the 30s. of Jewish life and whatever. I don't know the name of
the town in Poland, and they wrote a book about it. So I grabbed the book and put it in the OCJGS
library. And it looks interesting. And the last. and the book. one of the last books I bought was the
book on Romanian surnames. Bye, Alexander. of ROM, And we just had him speak, and he's very

interesting. So if anyone's looking for a good speaker. He's an excellent speaker.

[00:33:03] Roberta Berman Berman: Alexander Hu.



[00:33:05] Michelle Sandler: Offer up.
[00:33:06] Roberta Berman Berman: Oh, bro.

[00:33:07] Michelle Sandler: You wrote a book, Sally Ann Sack. When what like in the last issue of
Avotainu or the next to the last issue. She made a book review of his book. Telling people how
wonderful it was. So I went out and bought it.

[00:33:24] Roberta Berman Berman: And the title. What was the title?
[00:33:28] Michelle Sandler: Purple implications, something of the Jewish surnames in Romania.
[00:33:33] Roberta Berman Berman: Oh, oh, oh, oh, yeah.

[00:33:34] Michelle Sandler: Something like that. And, you know, I have no Romanian ancestry. My
husband has no Romanian ancestry. But | thought, a lot of people do, so [ should purchase it. So that's
one book I recommend. Because I know most places don't have it. And [ know people like Alexander
Bader are still writing books. He's coming up at some point with a book on Anatolia. So Jewish
surnames in Turkey. And there may be another one of his coming out. And I think Neil Rosenstein's
coming out with new books. I heard. He's got. he's working on a new book. You know, so books are

coming out. Where they're going to get published, I don't know.

[00:34:24] Nancy Goldberg: You said Bader's books will never be online. How do you know that?
[00:34:30] Michelle Sandler: Well, I don't, but so far they're not.

[00:34:33] Nancy Goldberg: Okay.

[00:34:34] Michelle Sandler: You know, you look and they they say they're not. [ mean, Gary doesn't
tend Gary didn't tend to put anything of his publishing house. quote, online. I don't know why, but that
never happened, and now that Gary's gone, you know, we'll see what happens. Because they don't

seem to be publishing anything new.

[00:34:57] Phil Goldfarb: Well, Sally Ann has some type of new Business venture, we're doing some,
some, [ thought, I thought it was with books or something. [ can't remember what it was, but it was

online.
[00:35:10] Michelle Sandler: She's got a new magazine.
[00:35:13] Phil Goldfarb: Is that what it was, the magazine.

[00:35:14] Michelle Sandler: It's a new journal. It's through the International Institute of Jewish
Genealogy in Jerusalem, I guess, or wherever it is over there. And they've had, like, 3 issues out so far.

[00:35:29] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Nope.

[00:35:29] Phil Goldfarb: Yeah, I know. [ know. I put it into news. Not one time. She asked me to do
that. but, I mean, the only thing Gary Mokutov had was his new What's New, and then when he Didn't

do that any longer, that's when I started the news nosh.



[00:35:46] Michelle Sandler: Yeah.
[00:35:47] Roberta Berman Berman: What's the name of Sally Ann's journal?

[00:35:51] IA]JGS - Bonnie Birns: International Institute for Jewish Genial. Oh, that's the main thing.
It's I just posted a link to the issue number 3 in the chat also. [ happen to have it open, because I keep

trying to find time to read it.

[00:36:05] Michelle Sandler: It's online. Yeah. I complained because they. I got the first issue, I got
the third issue, [ never got the second issue.

[00:36:13] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: You go into that link.
[00:36:15] Michelle Sandler: Yeah.

[00:36:15] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Where I just put it in, and instead of Issue 3, you just type the word
Issue 2.

[00:36:19] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, I didn't find it. It's like.
[00:36:22] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Yeah, there you go.

[00:36:23] Michelle Sandler: were sending them to my and then they never sent issue two and so
You know, I've been reading them, not every article, but I think it's great, because I think it was
necessary. | mean, we're our own little scholarship thing, you know, in terms of knowledge, and we
need to. You know, we need groups like this that can support the The books and the magazines and
the journals and the whatnot that comes out. Because most people don't seem to care.

[00:37:01] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: [ was asking Marlis, you know, about the Avoteno itself, you know,
it's. to have that searchable online, and I think at the time she mentioned something about needing
clearance from, like, every author of every article and every issue, so it wasn't an easy thing to do. And,
[ also met down here, it's very funny, Mona Mokotoff, Gary's sister. She came up to me at a. ata. ata
fair, and she's like, have you heard of my brother? And I'm like, of course I've heard of your brother!

And she's actually become a friend of mine down here.

[00:37:37] Michelle Sandler: So who's running, who's running the publishing house now? Is it his
daughter?

[00:37:43] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Okay.

[00:37:44] Roberta Berman Berman: They sold avocados.

[00:37:47] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, but I had heard it was being sold to his daughter.
[00:37:51] Roberta Berman Berman: I don't know who it's all to.

[00:37:54] Michelle Sandler: So I don't. That's why I'm asking is because one book's been published
since they sold it, and that was Jeff Malka's book.

[00:38:03] Roberta Berman Berman: Right.



[00:38:05] Michelle Sandler: And which I never bought, which I probably should, but. I haven't.
[00:38:14] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Yeah, that'.

[00:38:14] Michelle Sandler: We don't have a budget in our society for books, so any books I buy
come out of my pocket, mine in my husband's pocket.

[00:38:22] Roberta Berman Berman: Oh, his book is behind me in my bookcase.
[00:38:28] Michelle Sandler: So.

[00:38:29] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: [ used to purchase the Beginner's Guide to Jewish Genealogy, and I
have a Beginner's Workshop from the Long Island group, and I would hand that to everybody who
registered. So I would buy, you know, 16, 20 copies a year.

[00:38:43] Michelle Sandler: ['ve donated a lot of copies of those to places like the. Fairs and the
Jammery used to have an online thing for a bunch of years, and you could win a prize, and the prize
was always the most current edition of Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy by Gary Mokotoff. But they
don't do that anymore. And so and then a fair here in Orange County, that's a group that kind of
sponsors things to do with the history and the genealogy of groups in Orange County. And so for one

of their fairs, I bought the same book and gave it away as a door prize, you know.
[00:39:28] Phil Goldfarb: Do you have, do you have a Jewish nursing home in your area?
[00:39:32] Michelle Sandler: We have points.

[00:39:34] Phil Goldfarb: The reason why I said that is we donated some of our books. We had
duplicates to the Jewish nursing home, and they use it. Their residents use it all the time. They like to

read it. So just a suggestion.

[00:39:49] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, | went.

[00:39:49] Phil Goldfarb: They're happy to have.

[00:39:50] Michelle Sandler: They said no, they didn't have room for anything.
[00:39:54] Phil Goldfarb: Huh.

[00:39:55] Michelle Sandler: We have Heritage Point way out in South County. And we shouldn't. [
think they're at the other end of Mission Viejo. And unless I'm going down to San Diego for Hungarian
folk dancing, I don't get there. You know, down that way, that far. And so I said, okay, so we're taught,
you know, so they didn't want it. I mean, I called the JCC, two of them, Long Beach JCC, Orange County
JCC. And, you know, I finally said, okay, I'll take them.

[00:40:30] Phil Goldfarb: Yeah, the Hillel house here, they took our old computers, they took some
books. you know, and |, I guess I'm friends with the, the. The head of it. And maybe it's who you know
sometimes. You know? Yeah, I've tried. We'll take it.



[00:40:51] Michelle Sandler: But, you know, I'm happy at this point. When [ want to write an article
about one of the books for Keeping Up with the Genes, I just go down and grab it, and bring it upstairs

to my office, and write my article, and then put the book back. You know, or if [ want to use something.

[00:41:08] Phil Goldfarb: Yes. Well, Marlis. I was working with Marlis. We were. we were. for. for
Jewish 250, we were thinking about, coming out with articles, and I've been doing this for. 15 years,
about different famous Jews, and I publish it every month in the Tulsa Jewish Review, and we were
thinking about doing that, about just different Unusual famous Jews like the guy who invented or

started Dunkin Donuts or the.
[00:41:38] Michelle Sandler: Mmh.

[00:41:38] Phil Goldfarb: guy who made the first cheeseburger, or the guy who did Peeps, or the guy,
you know, things like that. And I don't know if that's ever come to fruition, it hasn't come to fruition
yet, but hopefully one of these days it will. It's actually very interesting.

[00:41:55] Michelle Sandler: What I'd like, you know, people like Marlis's Le Dorvador to do, make a
list of every Jewish genealogy book that's ever been published, just one definitive list, and pass it out,
put it online, or give it to, And the, you know, the societies in some every society in some way, [ would

find that very useful. And I could see.

[00:42:23] Phil Goldfarb: Every Jewish book ever printed is that what you said?

[00:42:25] Michelle Sandler: No, a Jewish genealogical book.

[00:42:28] Phil Goldfarb: Jewish theological book.

[00:42:29] Michelle Sandler: Everything.

[00:42:30] Nancy Goldberg: Nope.

[00:42:30] Michelle Sandler: It's Jewish genealogy or Jewish geography or something like that.

[00:42:36] Phil Goldfarb: You'd have to include Jewish history. This Jewish history and Jewish
genealogy certainly go together.

[00:42:43] Michelle Sandler: Well, the books that are specifically written for genealogy, like by Gary
and, you know. Bader, and other people, you know, Arthur Kurzweil, and so on and so forth. You just
pick the ones that are specifically in the genealogy realm. And then we can see, because I've tried. |
have a list on the IA]GS website. It's also on the Association of Jewish Libraries website, which is, the
best books to have for Jewish genealogy. I used Sally Ann Sack, Gary Mokotoff, Alexander Bader, Jeff
Malka, and Arthur Kurzweil.

[00:43:30] Roberta Berman Berman: Who?

[00:43:31] Michelle Sandler: And then I used a few others, all the experts, and said, okay, what
books do we have to have? What are mandatory books if you're creating a Jewish genealogy library?
And I whittled it down to about 30 or 40 books. And it's on. the IA]GS website. So I'd like to see



something like that for everything, and I'm willing to work on it, but I'd like to see that kind of thing
out there, so if a new group wants to start a library, they have an idea. of what's out there.

[00:44:03] Phil Goldfarb: You know, you know what you might want to do, just a suggestion off the
top of my head is, you know, Arthur Sissman down in Florida.

[00:44:11] Michelle Sandler: Yep.

[00:44:11] Phil Goldfarb: He has Jewish Gen SIG. | know. And he works a lot with. Ai. And I think if
you just ask Al or Steve Little to put together a list like that, it'll take them, like, 3 minutes to do. If you,
you know, it's just.

[00:44:29] Michelle Sandler: Sure.
[00:44:29] Phil Goldfarb: It's not it's we're we're it.

[00:44:32] Michelle Sandler: When I've asked Al, I don't get always the best answers. [ ask like,
what's the best book for, oh, I think I said Gemini. Jewish genealogy, or Ethiopian, you know, B'nai
Israel Jewish genealogy, or Mizrahi Jewish genealogy, and it comes up with all these books with real
authors, and the books don't exist.

[00:44:54] Phil Goldfarb: And again, with Al, you have to be very specific on the prompts. I don't
know if you all took Steve Little's course, but it's all about being specific. on the prompts. And I think if
you really want that, you could do it yourself. Go to ChatGPT and be very specific. You want every
Jewish genealogy book that covers this, this, this, this, this. Make a list of the top 100 books listed
alphabetically, listed by author. You know, if you do it correctly, you should be able to come up with
that yourself.

[00:45:30] Michelle Sandler: So send me Steve Little's email address.
[00:45:33] Phil Goldfarb: I don't have it. Someone has it. I think Marlis has it.
[00:45:37] Michelle Sandler: Because I don't know him, and I need to get a hold of him.

[00:45:41] Phil Goldfarb: He just got through. he did that. someone from IA]JGS should know,
because he just got through doing that presentation.

[00:45:51] Michelle Sandler: Alright.

[00:45:51] Israel Perel: Oh my god.

[00:45:52] Phil Goldfarb: Bonnie or someone might.
[00:45:53] IAJGS - Bonnie Birns: Yeah, I'm.

[00:45:54] Israel Perel: I've got my monthly meeting in an hour, so I'm gonna have to leave this

meeting. Thank you.

[00:45:59] Michelle Sandler: You're welcome.



[00:46:01] Nancy Goldberg: Can I change the subject?
[00:46:04] Michelle Sandler: Mmh.

[00:46:05] Nancy Goldberg: | don't know if anyone knows this, the Los Angeles Family Search
Library, the second largest one in the country, has shut down. At least temporarily.

[00:46:18] Elaine Cheskes: Mmh.

[00:46:19] Nancy Goldberg: It's been very mysterious. So now we're looking for a place. We don't

have to take our books out, but we're trying to find out.
[00:46:27] Michelle Sandler: Check out the pinch.

[00:46:29] Nancy Goldberg: We don't know what happened. They're just being very mysterious

about it.

[00:46:34] Michelle Sandler: Because I, you know, I used to get books from Barbara Al-Ghazi all the
time. Well. And then she's got really bad, I heard, with with parkinson's.

[00:46:46] Nancy Goldberg: She has Parkinson's. And I. I tried to take her place, but I don't know,
never knew as much as she does. But now, just very, very, recently, like a few weeks ago, they abruptly
Closed it down. They said they're doing some kind of remodeling. And at one point, they said we had
to take all of our books out of there, like 200-plus books, and now they're saying we can leave them
there, but we had to remove the duplicates. So our president, Laura Burgold, was able to get the books

and take them to her home.

[00:47:22] Michelle Sandler: So the whole collection is at Laura's house.

[00:47:25] Nancy Goldberg: No, just. just the duplicates, which is.

[00:47:27] Michelle Sandler: Oh, okay.

[00:47:28] Nancy Goldberg: Nope. So I just thought I'd throw that out.

[00:47:31] Michelle Sandler: Well, if you don't want the duplicates, | can come get them.
[00:47:37] Nancy Goldberg: I'll tell Laura.

[00:47:38] Michelle Sandler: Westminster to say to get out to the Valley sometime, I can certainly go
out and haul home duplicates because we'll use them. My library. I got a lot of duplicates from San
Diego at one point, and I've gotten a lot of duplicates, especially from LA. Barbara used to give them to
me all the time. Every time she'd get duplicates, she'd email me and say, Michelle, come get them. And
[ would hope, yeah. Usually when we were going somewheres out there, or even on vacation, and we'd

stop and pick them up at Barbara's house.
[00:48:13] Nancy Goldberg: Well, it's a little farther out to Laura's house. She's in.

[00:48:16] Michelle Sandler: The valley, but that's not a problem.



[00:48:19] Nancy Goldberg: Okay.

[00:48:19] Michelle Sandler: I just drove to visit my first cousin in Valencia, so. I can certainly drive
to the valley, or my husband can.

[00:48:30] Nancy Goldberg: Yeah, good.

[00:48:32] Elaine Cheskes: Nancy, could I just ask you just to repeat, is it the Los Angeles Public
Library?

[00:48:37] Nancy Goldberg: No, no, it's more than.

[00:48:39] Michelle Sandler: Distraint. Family History Library on Santa Monica Bou.
[00:48:43] Nancy Goldberg: Yes.

[00:48:46] Elaine Cheskes: Just repeat the name of that. It's a ministry?

[00:48:50] Michelle Sandler: It's the Mormon Library. It's huge.

[00:48:54] Elaine Cheskes: Norman Library.

[00:48:56] Nancy Goldberg: They call it. they call it. they keep changing their name. I think right now
they're called the Family Search Center. But I wouldn't swear to it.

[00:49:05] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, ours is. ours has changed its name, too, in orange. And they're
talking about getting rid of all their books. And they have a nice Jewish collection. Not every book I
have, but they may have some I don't have. You know, but the Salt Lake keeps saying they're gonna
take all the books out of all the branch libraries and just keep the books in Salt Lake.

[00:49:33] Roberta Berman Berman: Mmm.
[00:49:34] Nancy Goldberg: Are they going to provide a lookup surface for people who can't travel?

[00:49:38] Michelle Sandler: Well, you can sort of do that on their FamilySearch. They do have
listings on FamilySearch, and I think you can limit it by which library You're at to what books they

have. [ know that's what the Librarian Orange just said. Yeah, you can actually find their books online.
[00:50:00] Phil Goldfarb: Don't they have interlibrary loans As well.

[00:50:03] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, whether the FamilySearch libraries will deal with those, [ don't

know.
[00:50:09] Nancy Goldberg: I'm not sure about that.

[00:50:11] IAJGS - Bonnie Birns: Yeah, there's one book I want at the family in Salt Lake City, and
they do not do lookups for you. You have to find somebody to pull the book off the shelf.

[00:50:21] Michelle Sandler: Well, Vinay Feldstein lives there.



[00:50:24] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Oh, yeah. Well, mine's in Spanish, so | need somebody who can read

Spanish. Mmm.
[00:50:31] Elaine Cheskes: So.
[00:50:31] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Oh, wait.

[00:50:32] Elaine Cheskes: Wait, ['m sorry. Could I just ask you, was your genealogical library
housed in this family search center, or were there other collections in there also?

[00:50:45] Nancy Goldberg: There's a lot of different collections there.
[00:50:48] Elaine Cheskes: And was it well used, your collection?
[00:50:53] Nancy Goldberg: Probably not.

[00:50:55] Elaine Cheskes: No. Did it circulate or is it just reference?
[00:50:59] Nancy Goldberg: Not circulate.

[00:51:00] Elaine Cheskes: It doesn't circulate.

[00:51:02] Nancy Goldberg: No, people would have to come in and look, you know, in person and
look at whatever they wanted.

[00:51:07] Michelle Sandler: I think that that's good, because when I first opened the library, At
least 10 years ago. and we were first going into Bat Yam with a library, I let people at the meeting
check books out. I lost a bunch of books at that meeting, because people didn't bring them back, and
they'd say, oh, but I did! I did! And we kept losing stuff, so [ don't let stuff get checked out anymore

unless [ know the person well, you know.
[00:51:37] Roberta Berman Berman: Everybody says they returned it, whether they did or not.

[00:51:43] Nancy Goldberg: We also have had a traveling library, but the person doing it, he just got
older and not well, and he didn't have the stamina to bring all these books to our meetings. Of course,
most. a lot of our meetings are no longer in person. So there's. some of these books in the traveling
library may be duplicates also. But I'll tell her, I'll tell Michelle, I'll tell her, tell Laura to get in touch

with you.
[00:52:14] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, I'll contact Laura too.
[00:52:16] Nancy Goldberg: Okay.

[00:52:17] Michelle Sandler: Hey, you know, if you want me to take books, I'm happy to do so
because we still have three or four shelves left in our garage. We put shelving in there. It's all

organized by Library of Congress. which.

[00:52:31] Nancy Goldberg: Very nice.



[00:52:31] Michelle Sandler: Not the most user-friendly of classification systems, but that's what I'm

using.
[00:52:39] Nancy Goldberg: That's good.

[00:52:39] Elaine Cheskes: Better than our Dewey. I find that very cumbersome to deal with and to

catalog.
[00:52:47] Michelle Sandler: Well, Dewey's so, so packed in there that.
[00:52:51] Elaine Cheskes: Yep.

[00:52:52] Michelle Sandler: I don't use it. I use Eleazar. And I would use Elazar for this collection,

but it's an LG, so I just keep it that way.

[00:53:01] Nancy Goldberg: What is Elazar?

[00:53:03] Michelle Sandler: It's a Judaic cataloging system.
[00:53:05] Nancy Goldberg: No.

[00:53:06] Michelle Sandler: Strictly for like synagogues, Jewish community centers, Jewish day
schools, although day schools probably should use Dewey, but there's wine and there's Eleazar. It's by

Daniel and. David Elazar?

[00:53:21] Roberta Berman Berman: Lsr, yeah, I we use Lsr. And for the certain things I [ may fill in
some of the numbers with some of the books, because it doesn't cover everything. But the library at
the Gcc. In San Diego has a big library, and they were using Elazar. So what I'm using for the genealogy
thing is kind of a modified Elazar, where I need to use it one, because it's not specifically there. I just
add more numbers or letters to it. it and it's been working and most people think that it's Dewey
because it's only this looks like Dewey and so it's very comfortable for everybody to use. Defin.

[00:54:13] Michelle Sandler: ['ve had rabbis that love it because they say, oh, it's the way they think.

I can send you.
[00:54:20] Nancy Goldberg: Okay.

[00:54:20] Michelle Sandler: the title of the book. It's sitting on my desk in the other room because I
catalog synagogue books. A lot. So, you know, Elazar is just for me, the easiest way to catalog anything.
Because I've learned it, you know, I didn't have to pick it up. I was already a librarian when I got

introduced to it. So I just read the manual two or three times and started going.
[00:54:49] Nancy Goldberg: Is there? You mentioned another one called wine.

[00:54:52] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, you can get that online on the Association of Jewish Libraries
website. It's. it's. I've never used it. It's another Judaic classification system. They're strictly for
Judaica. Wine is more, they say, for people that are not librarians that want a catalog. It's a modified
Dewey. And I need to learn it just to know it. And. Either one, you know, strictly if you're a church

library, you're not going to use it because it's for Jewish libraries only.



[00:55:27] Roberta Berman Berman: A lot of the Jewish schools use it.

[00:55:32] Michelle Sandler: The big library in St. Louis, Missouri, Jewish Library, that's huge, uses
wine. | was there when the. Mid 2000s on a vacation and they said they use wine. Because that's what
they started with.

[00:55:50] Nancy Goldberg: So how do you spell wine and Elazar?
[00:55:52] Michelle Sandler: E-L-A-Z-A-R.

[00:55:55] Nancy Goldberg: Okay.

[00:55:56] Michelle Sandler: And mine is, I think, W-E-I-N-E.
[00:56:01] Roberta Berman Berman: Yes.

[00:56:01] Nancy Goldberg: Okay, I'll look for.

[00:56:04] Michelle Sandler: And you can buy the Elazar book. [ know you can buy that on Amazon.
It's not that expensive. It's like 20 or 30 bucks. And, it's the third edition. [ wish they'd come out with a
fourth edition, because They kinda need it, but. You know. And the people that wrote it were in LA,
one of them's dead, and the other. one of the Elazars is dead, the brother died years ago. The other
one's still alive. And Rachel Glaser, and she used to be in LA, and now she's back east somewhere. She
was one of the. authors of it, too. And Sinai Temple, it was kind of produced by Sinai Temple and. Well,
I guess that's on Wilshire Bou So, you know, I've been a librarian for so long, since the beginning of the

90s, that, you know.
[00:57:05] Roberta Berman Berman: Okay.

[00:57:08] Elaine Cheskes: Would you know, is there an online catalog? that amalgamates the

collections of Jewish libraries. Like, if you're looking to catalog a book.
[00:57:22] Michelle Sandler: Mom.
[00:57:23] Elaine Cheskes: Okay.

[00:57:23] Michelle Sandler: There used to be. Used to be Sinai Temple that would that I would use
for Eleazar. But there, there's nothing there. I just go onto the Association of Jewish Librarians website
because I'm a member, so I can get into the members only section and look at, and see which libraries
are online that are in Ellisar, and then I can look for books in those collections.

[00:57:51] Elaine Cheskes: So what is the name of the actual website that you're talking about?
[00:57:56] Michelle Sandler: It's called Jewish, what is it, jewishlibraries.or.
[00:58:00] Elaine Cheskes: Jewish library catalog.

[00:58:03] Michelle Sandler: I think, no, it's just jewishlibraries.org. It's the Association of Jewish
Libraries.



[00:58:11] Elaine Cheskes: Okay, I'll check that out. Thank you.

[00:58:13] Michelle Sandler: I just went to their convention last month. in Evanston, Illinois. And,
And there, it's a group for Librarians from Judaica institutions, UCLA, Hebrew Union College, Jewish

community centers, synagogues, Jewish day schools, Jewish public libraries.

[00:58:38] Elaine Cheskes: They had some.

[00:58:38] Michelle Sandler: You can.

[00:58:41] Elaine Cheskes: Do they give you?

[00:58:42] Michelle Sandler: All kinds of Jewish archives and institutions that have libraries.
[00:58:47] Elaine Cheskes: So if you find the book, do they give you the mark record?

[00:58:50] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, they'll give you usually. You can look up the person's catalog, and
it will give you, hopefully, the MARC record.

[00:58:59] Elaine Cheskes: Oh, wonderful. Okay, thank you.

[00:59:03] Michelle Sandler: And I used to use that all the time when I was cataloging my
synagogue's library. Because there were a lot of books that, you know. I still use it occasionally, but
there's not as many libraries that are on there.

[00:59:19] Elaine Cheskes: And.
[00:59:19] Michelle Sandler: that use Elezar. Most of them on there are Dewey or LC.
[00:59:24] Elaine Cheskes: No.

[00:59:26] Michelle Sandler: And You can't. [ use ResourceMate as my automation program, and you
can't get Elazar from ResourceMate. You can get Dewey or LC.  haven't yet found a collection, you

know, an automation program that does. LSR.

[00:59:52] Elaine Cheskes: So the one you just mentioned is called resource.
[00:59:55] Michelle Sandler: Resource mate.

[00:59:56] Elaine Cheskes: Made.

[00:59:57] Michelle Sandler: Yeah, R-E-S-O-U-R-C-E-M-A-T-E.

[01:00:02] Elaine Cheskes: Oh, MHMH. Thank you.

[01:00:04] Michelle Sandler: It's in northeastern Canada.

[01:00:08] Elaine Cheskes: Oh, okay.

[01:00:09] Michelle Sandler: I'm way northeastern Canada. I'm not sure where. But it's a lot of
synagogues, Jewish community centers. It's for smaller libraries. If you're a million volumes, you



wouldn't be using it. If you're 100,000 volumes, you probably wouldn't be using it. But it's for smaller
libraries.

[01:00:29] Elaine Cheskes: Great. Okay. It's another resource. Thank you.

[01:00:32] Michelle Sandler: Yeah. That was the one I chose, and it seems to be working very well. |
can'tlog in it all the time.

[01:00:41] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: [ put some links in the chat for some of the things that you've been
talking about.

[01:00:46] Michelle Sandler: So does anyone else have anything to say? Because it looks like most
people have dropped off.

[01:00:56] Roberta Berman Berman: Oh.

[01:00:59] Michelle Sandler: Oh. Let's say thank you all for coming. We had a very lively discussion. I
hope everybody learned something.

[01:01:10] Elaine Cheskes: Absolutely. Thank you.

[01:01:12] Michelle Sandler: to have these again, just let me know. I'm happy to schedule more of
them.

[01:01:17] Nancy Goldberg: Is there a way to save all these resources in the chat?

[01:01:21] IAJGS - Bonnie Birns: Yes. I will. I collect the chat, it comes into my Zoom account when
this is over, and then we'll also give Michelle the recording.

[01:01:29] Michelle Sandler: Okay. And I can send out the the chat stuff. Send me send me all your
email address, and I'll send out the chat.

[01:01:38] Elaine Cheskes: Okay, so do we all have yours, Michelle? Yes, Michelle.
[01:01:42] Michelle Sandler: I'll tell you.
[01:01:44] Elaine Cheskes: Oh yeah.

[01:01:44] Michelle Sandler: Michelle Gail Sandler, with two L's, at gmail.com. And the other one.
You can say info at OCJGS.com or .org, | mean. Info, [-N-F-0 at O-C-J-G-S dot org. Library at OCJGS.org.

There's a lot of them.

[01:02:07] IA]GS - Bonnie Birns: Michelle, I'll send you the link to everybody who registered for.
[01:02:10] Michelle Sandler: Okay.

[01:02:11] IAJGS - Bonnie Birns: Y'all have it easy.

[01:02:12] Elaine Cheskes: Okay, thank you very much.

[01:02:14] Michelle Sandler: Thank you everyone.



[01:02:16] Nancy Goldberg: Thank you.

[01:02:16] Elaine Cheskes: Thank you. Very informative. Thank you. Bye. Bye.



