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Ancestry Collections regarding immigration to and through Canada

Passenger Manifests
U.S., Passenger and Crew Lists for U.S. Bound Vessels Arriving in Canada, 1912-1939 and 1953-
1962

U.S., Index to Alien Arrivals at Canadian Atlantic and Pacific Seaports, 1904-1944

U.S.., Records of Aliens Pre-Examined in Canada, 1904-1954

Canada, Incoming Passenger Lists, 1865-1935

Canada, Ocean Arrivals (Form 30A), 1919-1924

Michigan, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1903-1965

UK and Ireland, Outward Passenger Lists, 1890-1960

Hamburg Passenger Lists, 1850-1934

Border Crossings
Canada, Border Crossings from U.S. to Canada, 1908-1935

U.S.. Border Crossings from Canada to U.S., 1895-1960

Detroit, Michigan, U.S., Border Crossings and Passenger and Crew Lists, 1905-1963

Many U.S. public libraries provide free access to Ancestry Library Edition if you do not
have a subscription.
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Shipping Lines with Canadian Routes

Years Shipping Line Notes

18801917 Allan Line British line; routes to Quebec,
Montreal, Halifax

1881-1914 North German Lloyd (NDL) Bremen to Canada

1882-1914 Hamburg-America Line Hamburg to Canada

(HAPAG)

1883-1914 Holland America Line Rotterdam to Quebec and Halifax

1880s—1915 Red Star Line Antwerp to Canada

1890s—1939 White Star Line British line; occasional service to
Canada; focused on seasonal routes

Canadian Passenger Lists
* 1880-1890’s - Everyone arriving at a Canadian port
* 1895 onward - Often separated U.S.-bound passengers
* 1919-1924 — Form 30A, primarily non-U.S.-bound
e 1925-1935 — Manifests contained more detail

Canadian to U.S. Border Crossing Records

* Through 1894 - No records

* 1895 — September 1906 - Only those born outside Canada

* Beginning October 1906 - Includes Canadian-born immigrants to U.S.
* From 1924 - Visas required for U.S. and quota-based admissions

* 1930’s - WPA project created Manifest Index Cards

May have heard these border crossing records referred to as, “St. Albans Border Crossing
Records,” after the office in which many were kept. The office handled records for all
land border entry points, not just St. Albans.
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U.S. to Canada Border Crossing Records
Through 1908 - No records
1908-1918 - “Report of Admissions” and “Report of Rejections”

1919-1924 - Form 30

1925-1935 - “Canadian Immigration Service — Report of Admissions and

Rejections”

Select Privy Council Orders for Canadian Immigration

Year | Order Number Purpose

1910 | P.C.920 Continuous-journey requirement from native country

1914 | P.C.23

1910 | P.C.924 Min. US $25 cash for non-Asiatic immigrants

1930 | P.C. 183 Tightened admissibility, requiring proof of sufficient means
and a bona fide job offer before departure.

1931 | P.C. 695 Sweeping prohibition on most immigration, except for close
family reunification and certain occupations.

For more information see: https://www.canada.ca/en/library-

archives/collection/research-help/politics-government-law/orders-in-council.html
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