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1. Getting Started with Dutch Jewish Research

e Be cautious with common Dutch surnames (e.g., de Jong) — many unrelated
families share the same name

e Understand that surnames were often fixed in the early 1800s; earlier records may
use patronymics or variable names

e Payclose attention to name variations and aliases across records

e Use civil registration (post-1811) as a foundation, then work backward into earlier
records

e Jewish records may appear in both civiland community sources, depending on
time period and location

2. Key Dutch Genealogy Resources

Understanding Sources

e Primary sources: Records created at or near the time of an event
(e.g., birth, marriage, and death records)
e Secondary sources: Compiled research, indexes, or interpretations of original

records
(useful, but should be verified against primary sources)

Resources

o WieWasWie (Primary)
Civil registration records (birth, marriage, death)
https://www.wiewaswie.nl/


https://www.wiewaswie.nl/

e OpenArch (Primary/Index)
Access to digitized archival records across the Netherlands
https://www.openarch.nl/

e Delpher (Primary)
Newspapers and historical announcements
https://www.delpher.nl/

e Joods Monument (Secondary)
Compiled information on Holocaust victims and families
https://www.joodsmonument.nl/

e Stenenarchief (Primary/Index)
Cemetery and gravestone records
https://www.stenenarchief.nl/

e Akevoth (Secondary)
Research support and compiled genealogical work
https://www.akevoth.org/

e Additional platforms:
o Ancestry
= Records: Primary/Index
= Family trees: Secondary
https://www.ancestry.com/

o MyHeritage
= Records: Primary/Index
= Family trees: Secondary
https://www.myheritage.com/

Always distinguish between original records and user-submitted trees, and verify
conclusions with primary sources whenever possible.

3. Understanding Dutch Jewish Research

e Dutch Jewish communities include both Sephardic (earlier arrivals from Spain &
Portugal) and Ashkenazi (later arrivals from Central & Eastern Europe)

e Ashkenazi families often trace origins to Central and Eastern Europe, while
Sephardic families trace origins to Spain and Portugal


https://www.openarch.nl/
https://www.delpher.nl/
https://www.joodsmonument.nl/
https://www.stenenarchief.nl/
https://www.akevoth.org/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/

e Surnames were often formalized in the early 1800s, but earlier records may reflect
unofficial or evolving surnames that later became fixed

e Individuals may appear under multiple names or spellings across different
records

e Dutchrecords are often well-preserved and detailed, especially civil registration
(post-1811)

e Family trees may show multiple cousin relationships (endogamy) due to close-
knit communities

Dutch Jewish genealogy often reflects migration, adaptation, and interconnected
communities across Europe.
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