History of Jewish Migration, the Diaspora, and Changing National Borders

Alan Shuchat
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston

Where were the centers of Jewish population? How did changes in European history affect
where Jews lived? How does this knowledge help us in researching our family backgrounds? We
will see the effect of changing borders on the language in which records were kept and where
they can be found today. We will discuss how Jews emigrated from the Russian Empire and the

various routes they took to leave.

This is a selection of slides from the presentation.
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Leaving the Pale
1881-1914: Half the Jews emigrated

Jewish Communities in the
Pale of Settlement 1897
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Choice of port depended on starting location - -
and borders to be crossed Transmigration through England and Scotland
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¢ Ships from Libau,
Hamburg, Bremen often
went to Hull and Grimsby
on east coast of Britain

* Train to Southhampton,
London, Liverpool,
Glasgow; then across the
Atlantic or to South Africa
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Jewish Population in Europe: 1900-1930

2021: 15.2 million Jews
88% in Israel, North America

10 largest Jewish populations by country:
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Here are the sources of the maps and the historical background in the presentation.

A Historical Atlas of the Jewish People, by Eli Barnavi and Miriam Eliav-Feldon (Editors),
Hutchinson 1992, Schocken 1993.

Maps of Jewish Communities and their Populations in Europe: 1750-1950
https://www.iijg.org/tools-and-technologies/maps-of-jewish-communities/

Yannay Spitzer, Pogroms, Networks, and Migration: The Jewish Migration from the Russian
Empire to the United States 1881-1914.
https://falk.huji.ac.il/sites/default/files/falkheb/files/dp 21-03.pdf

World map of Jewish population 2021
https://www.jewishagency.org/jewish-population-5782/

History of the Jews in Russia and Poland, by Simon Dubnow, 3 vols., Jewish Publication Society
1916-1920. Free online at

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/41547

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/15729

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/47212

Wikipedia articles on Lithuania, Poland, and the Pale of Settlement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish%E2%80%93Lithuanian Commonwealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partitions of Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pale of Settlement

Coming to America Through Hamburg and Liverpool, by Harry D. Boonin
Part | Avotaynu, Xl (4) 2006, 15-22
Part Il Avotaynu, XXIV (1), 2008, 28-30
AvotaynuOnline, https://tinyurl.com/BooninPartl!
Part lll Avotaynu, XXIX (4) 2013, 5-8

The Immigration Experience, by Laurel Singer
https://mainejews.org/TEXT/Bath/Genealogy/Singer/Laurel%20Singer/Origins%20and%
20lmmigration/Immigration.pdf

US Immigration Quotas
http://jewishcurrents.org/americas-first-illegal-immigrants




