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Background
Founded in 1897, the Forverts (Forward/Jewish Daily Forward) was a leading Yiddish language

newspaper in the United States throughout the 20th century. Most of this newspaper is
available to browse digitally for free through the online Historical Jewish Press database, which
is digitized as a part of the National Library of Israel. This handout includes a summary of some
helpful strategies for finding your ancestors in the Forward.

Search/Browse Historical Jewish Press Database at National Library of Israel:
https://www.nli.org.il/en/newspapers/search

Search/Browse Forverts (Forward/oviviixa):
https://www.nli.org.il/en/newspapers/frw?&e=------- en-20--1--img-txIN%7ctxT|-------------- 1

Yiddish Orthography

YIVO (Yiddish Scientific Institute) was founded in 1925 in Vilna (Vilnius, Lithuania) with a mission
to preserve, study and teach Eastern European Jewish culture. In 1936, YIVO consolidated a
literary standard for the Yiddish language, in which the Lithuanian dialect would serve as the
main model for the language’s speakers and writers. The Forward did not adopt the YIVO
orthography until the latter half of the 20" century. This is crucial to keep in mind if you know
standard Yiddish or if you use a Yiddish-English dictionary to assist in your search for your
ancestors in the Forward.

Yiddish Alphabet

If you are familiar with the Hebrew alphabet, this is a good start to searching in Yiddish.
However, the Yiddish and Hebrew alphabets are noticeably different. This is a guide to the
Yiddish alphabet. Six letters (highlighted in grey) are only used if the word is of Hebrew origin
(as many Yiddish words are). For example, the surname Veiss is only spelled with a 11, not with a
a.

Letter English Sounds Like Letter English Sounds Like
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Common Words

This is a list of some common Yiddish words that you may see in the Forward. These words are
written as they frequently appear in the Forward, and not as you will find them in most Yiddish-
English dictionaries (YIVO standard). For example, the word father is "WLK9, but is spelled b1
in the Forward. Some words have common variations, such as family (nnawn [mishpokhe] and
v'2mua [familie]). Since u'2'mra is more frequently used in the Forward, that is the one listed
below with a note.

A/An IN, N

The T (Masculine); X'T (Feminine); ONT (Neuter); X'T (Plural)
This [VturT

And [IN

With v'n

Of/From (19

On Q'IN

At, By n

Here WK /NT

Or TN

But/However WX

Very NVUT

Around DINN

Somewhere YUy

Near [AV7

Last yoxyY

First LYY

Mr. .n

Mrs. .01n

Family V"2mNa (most common variation)
Father VLI (most common variation)
Mother 2wvIn (most common variation)
Parents VWDV /Uy

Son [nIT

Daughter WDLIND

Child/Children WwTp/Mn

Brother UTN2

Sister WDOVIIY

Cousin |'Tj? (most common variation)




Brother-in-law IUANIY

Sister-in-law [MVaVIIY

Husband [N

Wife N9 (most common variation)
Uncle WLYA (most common variation)
Aunt ynin (most common variation)
Nephew uxnunH9

Niece 1un“9

Relatives alaliply]

My ['"n (singular); vam (plural)

Our WUTTAIN (singular); vuTTAINR (plural)
His [T (singular); vant (plural)

Her NN (singular); uan'x (plural)

Their T, vt (plural)

Born [ANIIV2 JV112V) /|UINava

To Seek [Vt (Infinitive + Plural); vt (seeks); baItua v (is sought)
To Have [Varn (Infinitive + Plural); bxin (has)

To Live (Reside)

[vannil (infinitive + plural form); vanxi (lives); banrwa (lived)

To Come

[vnip (infinitive + plural form); vnip (comes); |[vnipua (came)

To Be

[T (Infinitive); |vaut (plural form); T'X (is)




