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Phil Goldfarb was born and raised in New Jersey and is a 4th generation pharmacist.
After pharmacy school, he entered the Army Medical Service Corps where he served
as the administrative officer for the Brooke Army Medical Center retiring as a
Captain, USAR. He was a District Manager for a pharmaceutical company and in
1988, was recruited by a small medical communications company and helped them
move from a $5 million company to a $250 million company within a 10-year period
and assisted in taking the Company public. After four years as a public company, it
was bought by Cardinal Health, a Fortune 19, $89 Billion-dollar company where Phil
became their Divisional V.P. of Operations for five years until his retirement.

Researching genealogy for 35+ years, Phil is the founding and current President of the
JGS of Tulsa which he started in 2005. He has lectured extensively on various topics
in genealogy, published articles in numerous periodicals, and authors a monthly
column in the Tulsa Jewish Review. He has written two books titled 4 Page of
History: Passport Applications 1851-1914 and 1915-1925. Phil is a member of the
JewishGen Leadership Team as well as being the Lead Moderator for the JewishGen
Discussion Group. He was the Chairman of the 2020 IAJGS Awards Committee and
sits on the Board of Directors for several non-profit organizations. In July 2020 he
won an Emmy Award as a Co-Producer for the Tulsa Historical Society’s
documentary titled: L 'dor V'dor Generation to Generation: A History of Tulsa’s
Jewish Community which has been shown on PBS stations around the U.S. In his
career, he has personally given over 2,000 presentations as well as teaching a course
on presentation skills. He is also the editor of the JewishGen Weekly News Nosh.



Why Genealogy?

“A Family Without The Understanding Of
Their Past History, Foundation And Ethnicity Is
Like A Tree Without Roots”
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What the JGDG is all about

- The JewishGen Discussion Group unites Jewish genealogical researchers
worldwide as they:

Share information, Receive Answers to Questions, Ideas, Methods, Tips,
Techniques, Resources, Translations

- Currently there are 20,300 JGDG Members who will help YOU!

- Over 10,600 messages are posted per year on almost every Jewish Genealogy
subject one can think of.

- The Discussion Group 1s an online forum for researchers of all levels from
beginners to experts

The place to go for help with a genealogy problem, issue or question
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How the JGDG can help you...some examples

Do you have questions about Census Records, Revision Lists, the 1897 All Russian census?
Are you planning a research trip?

Are you looking for a birth, death, marriage or divorce record?

Are you searching for Naturalization or Citizenship papers?

Are you looking for information about Military Service?

Do you have a question about a ship manifest?

Do you need a photo or cemetery visit?

Are you looking for someone to visit an archive?

Do you need something looked-up? (Books, other paid subscription sites, etc)
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How the JGDG can help you...some examples
Do you need help with a name?
Are you looking for a particular person or family?
Do you want to learn more about a place or a building?
Are you trying to discover your ancestor’s travel route?
Are you trying to find your ancestor’s shtetl or village?
Are you trying to understand your ancestor’s occupation?
Are you looking for probate or property records?
Are you looking for help in finding a particular document?
Do you need translation help or help in deciphering a word or sentence?

Do you have questions about a certain country, how to find their records or a Guide?
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JGDG....Get the Latest Jewish Genealogy News
First and Fast

Be one of the first to get all the Jewish Genealogy news!

Learn about Zoom educational programs that you can join at Jewish Genealogical Societies
from around the world

Hear about the JewishGen Talks which provides programing on various topics from the
leaders in Jewish Genealogy

Get updates first about JOWBR (Jewish Online Worldwide Burial Registry)
Get updates first about new Yizkor Books and the Yizkor Books in Print project

Receive postings and information from the IAJGS Public Records Access Monitoring
Committee on various topics in National and International Jewish Genealogy

Get the latest information on IAJGS activity
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The JewishGen Discussion Group Platform

The new platform has provided the Discussion Group with a number of exciting features and
advantages such as:

Eliminating the need for plain text, which means one can post and reply to messages from
remote mobile devices as well as computers

Simple, secure and adding the ability to have attachments, images, hyperlinks and photos
Accommodating text that includes diacritics (signs, accents) from other alphabets

Ability to add #hashtags to index keywords and organize/classify messages by topic. Also
used to “mute” topics that you do not want.

While the main language used 1s English, you can post messages or request for translations
in other languages

Archiving capabilities are expanded
Can include formatted (bold, 1talic, underlined, accented) characters
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How to Join the JewishGen Discussion Group...
It’s simple!

¥ JewishGen - The Home of Jewisk X | 4 — X
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N Mewspapers.com -... PeopleFinders Login - ¥ Home - JewishGen.... ﬁ Facebook <H| ANCESTRY.COM B Library Lag in ﬂ eBay ﬂ Find A Grave - Milli.. & Google & Amazon.com > | [ Other favorites
IonuUsroR  JewishGen Talks
CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE
Welcome to JewishGen.org - The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy
Click the links below to get started.
SEARCH DISCOVER EXPLORE
Tens of Millions of Your Ancestral Town What Life Was Like
Jewish Records For Your Ancestors
e —

CONNECT GET INVOLVED DONATE
On the JewishGen Join the Volunteer Support Our
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How to Join the JGDG...it’s Simple!
Home Page
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— Group Information Group Settings
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© Started on 11/15/04 *+y Messages are set to reply to group.
Feed @ Subscriptions to this group require approval from the moderators.
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B Wiki is visible to anyone.
Post: main@groups_jewishgen_org & Only moderators can create hashtags.
— Subscribe: main+subscribe@groups _jewishgen_org & Members cannot edit their messages.
— Unsubscribe: main+unsubscribe@groups jewishgen.org & Members can set their subscriptions to no email.
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Password

When you join the Discussion Group you will be asked to create a password.
The Discussion Group and the JewishGen website are separate programs

You may, however, make the Discussion group password the same as your
website password, making it easy to remember or create a different one for
both entities.

If you forget your Discussion group password, you will be prompted to create
a new one when you log in
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Group Settings

All members can post to the group

Posts to this group require approval from the moderators...no porn, no spam
Messages are set to reply to group (NOT to individuals)

Subscriptions to this group require approval from the moderators.

Archive 1s visible to anyone.

Only moderators can create new hashtags.

Members cannot edit their messages.

Members can set their subscriptions to various methods.
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E-Mail Delivery-Five Options

Daily Summary: Default format for new subscribers used by 80% of Discussion Group
participants. All posts from the previous day (new topics and replies) are sent to you in one
email each morning. In this format, all the replies remain connected to the original message,

making 1t easy to follow the thread of a conversation. RECOMMENDED

Full Featured Digest: Groups of up to 12 messages are sent to you several times a day. In this
format, replies are not connected to the original message making it more difficult to follow the
thread of a conversation.

Individual Messages: You will receive each message 1n an individual email.

Special Notices Only: You will only receive special notices from the moderators or from
JewishGen staff

No Email: You will receive no emails.
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How to Change your E-mail
or Message Delivery Option
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How to Change Your E-Mail
or Message Delivery Option
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JewishGen Discussion Group Rules and Guidelines

Topics and Moderation:
Posts should relate to Jewish genealogy.
We do not discuss religious or political issues.

This group is moderated to ensure civility, that posts are related to Jewish genealogy,
and appropriate for the purposes of the Discussion Group.

Moderators will not edit the text of your postings. Any typos or grammatical issues or
misspelled words are the responsibility of the sender.

Composing a Message

If you are new to the Discussion Group, read some of the posts and replies to get a sense
of how the Group Works
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JewishGen Discussion Group Rules and Guidelines

Subject Line:

Please use a descriptive subject line so that other subscribers can
determine if your message will be of interest to them, they will open it
and respond.

Subject lines such as “Help” or “Travel plans” or “My grandfather” or
“Translation” or just a hashtag of #belarus are not descriptive.

Better would be “Help needed reading ship manifest” or “Seeking
recommendations for Belarus tour guide”, or “My Grandfather STEIN
from Warsaw” or ““Translation needed - Russian™.

Moderators may ask senders to modify vague subject lines to add clarity
or they may make minor modifications to the subject lines themselves.
One or two appropriate #hashtags must be added to the end of the
subject line.
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JewishGen Discussion Group Rules and Guidelines

Hashtags:

Hashtags (#) are a powerful tool for indexing, categorizing, sorting and searching the
postings on the Discussion Group. Hashtags also help members determine which messages
each day might be of interest to them.

Please index your message to make it more searchable by typing a relevant location
#hashtag to the end of your subject line, such as “Translation Needed - Russian #russia” or
“Berlin Street Names #germany”.

Discussion Group Moderators may add location and subject hashtags as appropriate. To
maintain the usefulness of our hashtags, only authorized hashtags should be used. A
list of the 45 approved hashtags can be found by clicking on the #Hashtag’s link on the
sidebar of the Discussion group main page.

Hashtags can also be used to “mute” or block certain topics in which you are not interested
n.
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JewishGen Discussion Group Rules and Guidelines

Replies
- Consider whether your reply will be of interest to the entire group or only to the

sender. If you subscribe to the “Daily Summary”, you can reply to the sender of a
message rather than to the group by clicking “Private” at the bottom right side of your

reply text box.
If you subscribe to the “Full Digest” mode, you can click either “Reply to Sender” or
“Reply to Group” at the bottom of each posting. .

Criteria for replying to the group or back to an individual
If the message could be useful or contain information that other members might find
interesting, your message will be approved for everyone to view
If 1t only contains information for a singular individual, then 1t will be rejected, and the
member will be told to send it directly to that person.

Adage for replies: Would your reply message be of interest to all 20,300 Discussion Group
Members or just to the individual?
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JewishGen Discussion Group Rules and Guidelines

Signature:

Because it’s not an anonymous forum, we require each posting and reply to have a
“signature,” that 1s the first and last name of the sender at the end of each message.

While optional, members might also like to know what your city and country of residence
1s. You may also wish to add your e-mail address after your name for a personal response.

You might want to create an automatic signature including surnames and
towns/villages/shtetls that you are searching so you don’t have to remember and type at
the end of your message every time.

Surname Format:

It’s helpful, but optional, to use UPPER CASE when typing any of the surnames you are
researching.

Please do not use upper case for other words. USING CAPITAL LETTERS IS THE
INTERNET CODE FOR YELLING!!
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JewishGen Discussion Group Rules and Guidelines

Commercial Posts:

We welcome everyone, including other non-profit organizations, to share commercial

offers as long as they are related to Jewish genealogy, and that those posting them do not
abuse the privilege.

Each post will be reviewed and approved on a case-to-case basis.
Commercial posts should not repeat more than once every three months.
No Fundraising Posts:

Please do not post fundraising requests for other organizations.
They will be rejected by our moderators.
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JewishGen Discussion Group Rules and Guidelines

Images/Files:

Y ou may attach images and files (if a file 1s too large, we might resize it, or ask you to
upload it somewhere else, and provide a link).

Language:
The official language of the group 1s English, but we can accept messages and content in
most languages.

If posting something in a language other than English, please use English for the Subject
Line.

Links:

If posting a link to a website not in English, please provide a description of the content of
that linked website.
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Posting New Messages-Two Ways

« Send your message as an email to: main@groups.jewishgen.org (Also on the home page)

« Post your message directly on the Discussion group Main Page. Click New Topic on the
sidebar of the Main Page and create your message
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mailto:main@groups.jewishgen.org

Archived Messages

All messages are archived back to 1998 and can be searched via the main Discussion Group page
Go to: https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main Again, you must be signed in!
On the left side, click on “Messages”.

Then click the “Search” button. You can also search by key words, names, villages, shtetls, or by
clicking on #hashtags.

To narrow a search, use the + format...Leet (13), Lithuania (10,000+) or Leet + Lithuania (7)

If you wish to search for messages within a specific time frame, click the hourglass icon next to
the word Search.

All JewishGen SIG’s (Special Interest Group) messages except Litvak SIG and JRI Poland were
migrated to this platform.

Newly migrated are all of the Gesher Galicia messages.
There are approximately 672,800 messages archived!
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Hashtags

The Discussion Group platform allows members to use “hashtags”.

Hashtags are a great tool for indexing, categorizing, sorting, and searching the postings on the
Discussion Group.

The hashtag (#), what in other contexts 1s also called the “pound sign™, 1s now a frequently
used feature of most social media programs.

Add Regional Hashtags to Email Subject Lines
You can add an approved hashtag to the subject line of any email you post to the JGDG.

We request that you type in or (select from approved list) a regional hashtag at the end of your
subject line for any posting that pertains to a particular country or area, such as: #germany or
#hungary or #bessarabia. (note all in lower case!)

If you don’t add any hashtags to the emails you send to the Discussion Group, the Moderators
may add the hashtag(s) they deem appropriate to your message.
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How to Mute Hashtags

Are there certain topics you have no interest in reading about? Would you prefer
not to see messages tagged with these topics?

You Can “Mute” Hashtags to Filter and Decrease the Number of Messages You
Recelve

Clicking on the “mute” feature allows you to stop receiving messages that are
tagged with a certain topic 1n which you are not interested.

Visit https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main (You must be signed in. This
requires your Discussion Group password, not your main JewishGen website
password)
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https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main

How to Mute topics using hashtags

- Once you are logged 1n, click on #Hashtags 1n the left-hand column.
- The hashtag chart will appear or click on “See All”
. Click the “mute” button on any topic you no longer want to read about.

- You can “unmute” a muted hashtag by following the above process and
clicking “unmute.”

- NOTE: If you mute a hashtag, any message containing that hashtag will be
muted. For example, if a message has multiple hashtags of #gdansk, #records,
#poland and you have muted only #gdansk, you will not receive the message.
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Hashtag Format

Hashtags can be added only at the end of the subject line of your post.
Hashtags must be in lower case for uniformity, such as #belarus or #translation.

If you are adding more than one hashtag, a space 1s required between the hashtags such as:
#russia #translation

Two or three hashtags should be sufficient for classification

Please use only the approved and authorized hashtags. See the hashtag chart on the main
page - you may need to click “See All”. https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main

Do not make up one on your own!
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#announcements
#austria-czech
#belarus
#bessarabia
#canada
#ciechanow
#courtland
#danzig

#dna
#education
#events
#france
#galicia
#gdansk
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Hashtags

Currently 45 Approved Hashtags

1,477 topics
14,777 topics
28,211 topics
3,921 topics
129 topics
2,146 topics
3,578 topics
2,280 topics
5,099 topics
343 topics
670 topics
6,428 topics
23,147 topics
2,278 topics



Approved Hashtags (continued)

» #general 263,264 topics
* #germany 31,021 topics

« #guidelines 19 topics

» #holocaust 667 topics

* #hungary 32,954 topics

* #israel 342 topics

« #JewishGenUpdates (only one in caps) 488 topics
*  #]jgs-lajgs 461 topics

« #latinamerica 3,278 topics

« #latvia 13,591 topics

o #lodz 6,033 topics

e #names 703 topics

« #photographs 302 topics

« #poland 49,092 topics
» #rabbinic 13,768 topics
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Approved Hashtags (continued)

e #records 1,188 topics

e #romania 10,258 topics
e #russia 642 topics

e #scandinavia 2,787 topics
e #sephardic 3,568 topics
» f#slovakia 86 topics

e #southafrica 9,285 topics
* #subcarpathia 1,448 topics
e #translation 2,469 topics
e f#Hukraine 25,983 topics
e #unitedkingdom 10,797 topics
e fusa 5,404 topics
e f#Hwarsaw 4,828 topics
e #yiddish 3,186 topics
» #yizkorbooks 4,073 topics
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The Automatic Signature Feature
How To Create an Automatic Signature

1. The number one reason for message rejection is lack of a signature as we are not an anonymous forum.

2. Log in to the Discussion Group’s Main Page: https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main

3. Scroll down and click the green “log in” button. (If you are already logged in, the “log in” button will not appear.)

+ Apply For Membership In This Group [lsl@l #3 Log In If You Are Already A Member

You may be asked for your password. The Discussion Group password is not necessarily the same as\your JewishGen
website password since they are different programs—although you can make them the same if you choose to do so.

If you have forgotten your password, you will be prompted to create a new one.
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The Automatic Signature Feature

3. When you are logged in, you will see your name in the upper right corner of the Main Page.
4. You must be logged in to create your automatic signature.

.oz JewishGen.org

=TT SaaTaaaY rxmbrarr YA,

T he (slobal Home for Jewish Genealogy

- -

JewishGen.org Discussion Group
mainEZEgroups. jewishgen..orng

Welcomea!

Thea JewishGan . org Discussion Group unites Jewish gaenealogical researchars
worldwide as they share information, ideas, methods, tips, technigues, and
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The Automatic Signature Feature

5. Click “Subscription” on the left-hand side of the screen.

A Home

= Guidelines

& Subscription

~. /' =

6. On the subscription page, scroll down to the box that says “Signature”
7. To add a signature, click both boxes “Use Signature for Web Posting” and “Use Signature for Email Posting”.

8. Type your signature in the box below.
9. You may also choose to add your location and/or email address and family names/locations that you are searching.

Many people would like to know your city/State/Province/Country where you live.
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The Automatic Signature Feature

Signature

Use Signature For Web Posting
Use Signature For Email Posting

B JF £ e =

danmne Doe
FPortlanmnd, Oregon
jadoe3d 8@y COorm

Click “Save” when you are finished

M Leave Group
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Replying to a Message to All Members or Back to an
Individual

If the message could be useful or contains information that other members might find
interesting, it will be approved.

If 1t only contains information for a singular individual, then it 1s rejected, and member will be
told to send 1t directly to that person.

Questions on various JGS or JewishGen lectures, webinars or meetings: “Is it being
recorded?,” “Is it free?”, “I am having a problem connecting,” “I have a hair appointment that
day and can’t make 1t”, “That 1s my mahjong time, when else can I view 1t?”

These messages should be directed BACK to the individual who posted the message and NOT
to the entire Discussion Group. Check the FAQ

Just as an FY1, all of the JewishGen Talks are recorded and placed on the JewishGen You
Tube channel the following week.
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How to Reply to Messages

There are two primary formats for receiving the Discussion Group messages: the Daily Summary
format and the Digest format. Same messages but different formats, different delivery
schedules, and different ways of replying.

If you are among the great majority of Discussion Group members, you receive your messages
in the Daily Summary format. You receive one email each day from JewishGen with a list of
the new topics (messages) at the top and below that a list of new replies.

If you are still subscribed to the Digest format, you receive several emails from JewishGen
throughout the day with up to 12 messages in each Digest.

DO YOU KNOW WHICH ONE THAT YOU HAVE?

Jo¢ JewishGen

T TPATIRaAY 21w 1379
The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy



How to Reply to Messages

Responding to Messages
There are three ways you can respond to a message on the Discussion Group:
Reply to the entire group
Reply privately only to the sender

Click the “Like” button

Remember: the “reply” button is to everyone. You have to be specific if you want to
reply to an individual
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How to keply to Messages
(Daily Summary Format)

Note: If you do NOT see a “Reply” link at the bottom of each new message, it means you are
not logged 1n to the Discussion Group — and you must be logged in to respond.

Although you can receive Discussion Group messages without being logged in, you must
be logged in to reply to messages.

To log in, go to the Discussion Group Main Page at: https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main

Scroll down and click the green “log 1n” button. (If you are already logged 1n, the “log in”
button will not appear.)

You may be asked for your password. Remember that the Discussion Group password 1s not
currently the same as your JewishGen website password, although you can make them the
same 1f you choose to do so.

When you are logged 1n, you will see your name 1n the upper right corner of the Main Page.
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How to Reply to Messages
(Daily Summary Format)

Instructions for Subscribers to the Daily Summary format

To reply to the group, click the “Reply” button at the bottom left corner of the message, type
your reply and click “Reply to Group”.

Please reply privately to sender when your reply to a message would be of interest only to the
sender of the original message and would not be of interest to the entire membership of the
Discussion Group.

To reply to sender — If the author of the message provided an email address, you may write
to them directly. If not...

Click the “reply” arrow in the lower left corner of the message

After composing your message, click the “private” button at the bottom right of your reply
text box

Click the “reply to sender” button
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How to Like and Reply to a Vlessage
(Digest Format)

Instructions for Subscribers to the Digest format:

To reply to the group, click the “Reply to Group” link underneath the message, type your reply, and
send your email reply in the usual manner.

Please reply privately to sender when your reply to a message would be of interest only to the sender
of the original message and would not be of interest to the entire membership of the Discussion Group.

To reply to sender — If the author of the message provided an email address, you may write to them
directly. If not, click the “Reply to Sender” link underneath the message, type your reply, and send
your email reply in the usual manner.

To “Like” a message, which 1s a way of showing your agreement or appreciation to the sender, click
“View/Reply Online” at the bottom of the message. Then click the “Like” button at the bottom of the
online version of the message.

If you do not see a “Reply” link or a “Like” button at the bottom of the online version of the message,
it means you are not logged 1n to the Discussion Group and you must be logged in to Like a message.
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Why Are Messages Rejected?

The number one reason for message rejection is the lack of a full name as per the Guidelines.
Because 1t’s not an anonymous forum, we require each posting and reply to have a
“signature,” that 1s the first and last name of the sender. Use the automatic signature feature to
avoid this issue.

The number two reason why messages are rejected 1s that your reply message 1s personal for
an individual as opposed to it being of interest to the entire Discussion Group.

- Ask yourself before posting: Do all 20,300 members need to see this post? Or 1s it just for
a specific person?

If you want to post an article, please post a /ink to the story instead of posting the entire article
that might be subject to copyright laws.
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Why Are Messages Rejected?

When posting a request for a translation, please put multiple requests in a single post as
opposed to posting four times for four different translations. This will help keep the number of
messages that a member receives per day to a minimum

The subject line doesn’t match the content. That 1s, for example sending back to the group a
Daily Summary subject line with an entirely new request for personal information.

Just only having a hashtag or two in a subject line or a single word in a subject line does not
tell a member what you are looking for or interested in.

A subject line must be descriptive so that other members can determine if your
message is of interest to them or they can be of assistance.

Making the subject line interesting will have more members open your message and
respond. Please see the guidelines and look at other subject lines for suggestions.
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Actual Examples of a Bad Subject Line

« “Need help”

« Posting

« #Brooklyn #New York

« “Lost Cohen family”

«  “Do you know my GGGrandfather?”
« “Searching for my cousin”
« “Lithuania”

« “Tombstone”

« “Translate”

« “Information needed”

« “Searching”

e “Jewish name”
* 1914
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Messages Deleted by Moderators

Duplicate messages

2% ¢¢ 29 ¢¢ 9% ¢¢

A message with just a “thank you,” “great,” “yes,” “no,” or “sounds good to me”

1s not substantive, takes up a member’s message space and will simply be
deleted

Messages with no content
Inappropriate messages, lack of civility
- Non-Genealogical (or even close!) messages
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JewishGen Discussion Group Success Stories

I discovered my father had been switched at birth with an Irish boy. Once I was able to locate Dad’s family
(through DNA), I wasn’t able to find the married names of his three first cousins, all female. No sooner had I
posted my brick wall than a reader found one of the daughters’ marriage record. From that clue, I was able to
trace the family a hundred years to the present and was able to meet Dad’s paternal side. I went from having no
knowledge of Dad’s family to having a full tree. Alice Collins Plebuch, Vancouver, WA

I have had so many success stories by posting on discussion board. I was looking for information on the name
and offspring of the superintendent of the apartment building my father lived in in Vienna prior to the War. We
wanted to honor her at Yad Vashem as a Righteous Gentile. She hid the Jewish families in the roof and cellar
during the Nazi regime. By posting on JGDG I found a resident of Vienna, who helped us find out what her
name was and helped us find her great-grandson. He knew about her deeds and had known his great-
grandmother. We recently had a Zoom conference with the woman’s descendants. George Frankel, Oakland

When I started my search for more relatives, I had just learned that my father’s family was Jewish. (This is when
I was in my late 40s!) My posts on the JGDG led to information about my family and discovering a previously
unknown to me first cousin of my father living in Florida. We were able to connect, and my husband and I
visited her in Florida a few times before she passed. She told us many stories and helped fill in information about
her and my father’s large family in Germany. Vicky Furstenberg Ferraresi, Belmont, CA
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JewishGen Discussion Group Success Stories

Several years ago, I was stuck on one branch of a family with a fairly common name. I searched the discussion
archives with the maiden name of the wife. I found one posting from several years before and contacted that
person, a direct descendant. Treasure trove of letters and photos followed. This cousin has subsequently gone to
Europe and done research that has given us many new and exciting generations back to 1700. Georgia Haken,
Danbury, CT

One day I was on JGDG and I really don't know what possessed me to write to someone with just a researcher #.
Perhaps 1t was that they listed a familiar town? So, I spilled my kishkes and wrote down my grandmother's name,
my grandfather's name, my dad and uncle's names, and anything else I had. I got back a quick response saying
that her great grandmother and mine were first cousins and that her mom and I were cousins. I then was able to
trace that whole branch of the family and connect them to my known cousins. Michele Farkas Boynton Beach,
FL

Just found out that my great uncle survived Buchenwald and returned to Riga in 1946. Today’s JewishGen
Discussion Group email mentioned that USHMM added 3,493 new names from Riga to the Holocaust Survivors
database and it had my great uncle on it! All this time I thought he was murdered in Buchenwald as the last
record of him I had from November 1944 when he was transferred to Buchenwald, just a few days after his
brother was murdered at the same place. Alex Fuchs, New York
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JewishGen Discussion Group Success Stories

In 2019 I posted a query about a GG Uncle on my mother's side, in the hope that some of his descendants might
contact me. I never did hear from a possible relative, but a member found and emailed me his marriage
certificate. I was thrilled to see that it recorded his parents' names. I already knew my GGG grandfather's name
from a family tree my father drew up in the early 1950's when my grandfather was still alive, but he did not
remember his grandmother's name. Thanks to the member, I now have it! I love how people pitch in and help
even if it's not their own family. Hallie Metzger, Chicago, IL

A few years ago, a JGDG researcher contacted me and he turned out to be the Hungarian great-grandson of one
of my maternal grandfather’s older brothers, who were all completely UNKNOWN to me, so he is a 2nd-once-
removed. The member spent years searching in NY for my mother’s brother, who had changed his name, and had
died by the time we connected. We were able to meet with MY first cousin (also born in Hungary), and they
chatted briefly in Hungarian, which my cousin had not used since his childhood. Rainey Davis, Sarasota, FL

I have hooked up with a grandson of my gf's brother, a 2nd cousin whose PhD i1s in Jewish History. He had
found me on the JGDG. We collaborated (and continue to collaborate) in reconstructing the family tree; he on the
family members who did not emigrate from the Soviet Union and I on the family members who came to
America. Had I not participated in JewishGen Discussion Group, my family tree on my paternal grandfather's
side would not be half as inclusive as it now is. Ken Ryesky, Petach Tikva, Israel
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JewishGen Discussion Group Success Stories

In September, I posted a query on the JGDG “How to go about researching family that had immigrated from
Rovno to Israel.” I provided info and attached a photo. A JewishGen good samaritan replied. He did a bit of
research and informed me that on the IGRA web site it listed my relative in the 1928 Tel Aviv Census and also
sent a photo of his headstone in the Nathalat Yitzhak Cemetery. After several emails, an hourlong phone call and
more input on my ancestry tree, I found the descendants of missing family. The flood gates were open. So many
questions answered! Still many months later I am still in discovery with my newly found cousins from NYC, NJ,
Scottsdale, AZ and Israel. It all started with a photo and a good samaritan from the JewishGen Discussion Group.
Thank you!! Laurie Fried, Greenwich Village, NY

16 years ago, when I returned to my hometown, I started my journey. I entered my grandmother’s name and
town on JGDG. I shortly received a note from the manager of the Hungarian SIG. He said, “I see you’re
interested in Tarcal, Hungary, would you like to transcribe records for Tarcal?” He sent me births in Tarcal, and,
lo and behold, there was my grandmother’s birth in 1879! I cried and cried. Then I found her brothers and found
her parents. I promised myself I wanted to make people cry like I did by transcribing vital records. I'm still
doing that every day. Lois Levick Bensalem, PA
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JewishGen Discussion Group Success Stories

One day I decided to search the JGDG archives for the name "Garber", the surname of one of my great-great-
grandparents whose descendant tree I had worked on for decades. There were over 220 "hits" in the archives,
more than I wanted to read, so I looked only at the titles. One title grabbed my attention: "Searching for
GARBERS in Canada or US". I had descendants in both countries on my tree. The writer wrote that his
grandfather was one of four brothers and gave their names; I had six brothers on my tree but four of them had the
same names, so I wrote him. He responded immediately, from Saratov, Russia, and sent me a picture with the
brothers. He didn't realize that the other two brothers had gone to Canada. He had put the message into the
Discussion Group because he wanted to leave Russia and come to the United States. We bought tickets for him
and his wife to travel from Moscow to Chicago for a family reunion. A few years ago, he finally was able to

emigrate from Russia to the United States and get a green card. He is now working in the Boston area. Zalman
Usiskin, Winnetka, IL

My cousin was having difficulty finding information about his paternal grandfather. He was told that his
grandfather died around 1918 but could not find any information regarding his death. My asking for assistance
on the JGDG led me to learning that his grandfather had murdered his lover and was executed in Sing Sing
Prison for the crime. Interestingly, just before his execution, in his last words, he blamed his lover for being so
enticing that he had no control over his actions!! Marilyn Robinson, Southeast Florida
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The JewishGen Discussion Group Moderators

«  We are all volunteers for JewishGen
« Our mission is to confirm that all messages that we approve adhere to the JGDG Guidelines
« Moderators can approve a message, edit a message, reject a message or delete a message.

« Moderators must approve all new members

Your JGDG Moderators:
Phil Goldfarb Lead Moderator: Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA
President, JGS of Tulsa

Stephen Jones Moderator: Weston, Florida, USA

Jessica Feinstein Moderator: Oxfordshire, England

Jo¢ JewishGen

T TPATIRaAY 21w 1379

The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy




HELP or CONFUSED??

Contact our excellent volunteer support group for the
answers and additional information

support@JewishGen.org
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Questions:’
My personal e-mail address is:
Phil.goldfarb@cox.net
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