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Family history research is a powerful tool to reconstruct families torn apart by genocide 
during World War II. Learn about resource techniques and sources, both online and in 
archives, that can reaffirm family ties that could not be destroyed.  

 
Like all of family history research, there is no one website where one may find 
everything about one’s subject. In Holocaust studies there is no master list of victims – 
although many organizations have tried to build one.  
 
The task of trying to resettle and restore the lives of those victims who survived the 
Holocaust was huge. Many survivors, governments and non-governmental agencies 
worked tirelessly to address survivor needs and document atrocities. The effort, still on-
going, has generated millions of records, immediately upon Nazi defeat and over many 
subsequent years.  
 
Records of those who were murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators during 
World War II may or may not be extant. In most cases, there are no records of those 
deported to camps (whether concentration or work camps or extermination camps) and 
then killed immediately upon arrival. Documentation may exist for those who were 
deported to and kept at concentration or work camps. Our knowledge of those who 
were murdered, either at camps or via hails of bullets outside of small communities, 
often comes from recollections of those who knew them. 
 
Over the last twenty to thirty years, as previously closed archives have opened their 
doors and records to the public, more and more documents have become known and 
available. Many are now being digitized. It can be overwhelming. 
 
I. Adhere to basic genealogy principles when researching in records of the Holocaust: 

• Start with what you know and work backwards 
• Talk to you relatives (with care) 
• Assume nothing! 
• Understand temporal and spatial context 
• Think creatively 
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II. Critical resources (most contain records on both Jewish and non-Jewish victims): 
A. JewishGen’s Holocaust database - jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/  
B. Ancestry.com Jewish Family History Collection - ancestry.com/cs/jewishgen-

all  
C. Ancestry.com Holocaust Collections - ancestry.com/cs/jewishgen-hc  

a. ancestry.com/cs/alwaysremember  
D. Arolsen Archives (International Tracing Service) - arolsen-archives.org/en/  
E. Yad Vashem - yadvashem.org/  
F. US Holocaust Memorial Museum - ushmm.org/  

 
III. Learn the stories/context of ancestor's lives 

A. Those who were murdered 
• “Shoah Names Database,” Yad Vashem - yvng.yadvashem.org/  
• Kniga Skorboti Ukraine – memorial books published in Ukrainian – search 

in FamilySearch catalog on Книга скорботи України – eleven books in the 
FHL 

• Yizkor books – see below 
B. Survivor Records - textual 

• Arolsen Archives - arolsen-archives.org/en/ ; database updates - arolsen-
archives.org/en/news/update-online-archive/ 

• Yad Vashem - yadvashem.org/ 
• US Holocaust Memorial Museum - ushmm.org/ 
• American Joint Distribution Committee Archives - archives.jdc.org/  

C. Survivor records – video and oral histories 
• USC Shoah Foundation Visual History Archive - 

vhaonline.usc.edu/login?returnUrl=/search 
Indexed by JewishGen - 
jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/uscshoah.html 

• “Oral Histories,” Yiddish Book Center - 
yiddishbookcenter.org/collections/oral-histories  

• Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies - 
fortunoff.library.yale.edu/  

• Archive of the Association of Jewish Refugees 
(UK)  ajrrefugeevoices.org.uk/  

• British Library Oral History sounds.bl.uk/Oral-history/Jewish-Holocaust-
survivors  

• Fortunoff Video Archive editions.fortunoff.library.yale.edu/  
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• Gathering the Voices project (Scotland) 
gatheringthevoices.com/testimonies/ 

• Michigan Holocaust Memorial Center holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-
archive/oral-history-department/  

• New York Public Library nypl.org/blog/2016/01/25/voices-holocaust-
survivors  

• St. Louis Holocaust Museum stlholocaustmuseum.org/survivor-
stories/oral-histories/  

• University of Michigan holocaust.umd.umich.edu/interviews.php  
• San Francisco JFCS holocaustcenter.jfcs.org/oral-histories/ 

D. Camps/Deportations (Google name of camp) 
• Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum - 

auschwitz.org/en/museum/auschwitz-prisoners/office-for-information-
about-former-prisoners/ 

• Auschwitz, Dachau, and France deportations – stevemorse.org/#holocaust    
E. Records of agencies that provided aid (see finding aids) 

• United Service for New Americans  
o American Joint Distribution Committee Archive - archives.jdc.org/  
o YIVO - yivo.org/  
o Center for Jewish History - cjh.org/  

• HIAS – records at YIVO - yivo.org/  
• World Jewish Relief – case files for family members who were brought to 

the UK - worldjewishrelief.org/about-us/your-family-history  
F. Restitution and Compensation records 
G. Yizkor Books and Historical records 

• JewishGen - jewishgen.org/yizkor/  
• New York Public Library - libguides.nypl.org/yizkorbooks - view online 
• Yiddish Book Center - yiddishbookcenter.org/collections/yizkor-books 
• Ringelblum Archive, Jewish Historical Institute, Warsaw - jhi.pl/en  
• Polish Center for Holocaust research, Warsaw - 

zagladazydow.pl/index.php/zz  
 
IV. USCIS Alien registration and naturalization files (for USA) - 
uscis.gov/records/genealogy  

 
V. Old World Records 

• JewishGen, jewishgen.org/ - mostly eastern European 
• Jewish Records Indexing-Poland, jri-poland.org/  – greater Poland 
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• Gesher Galicia, geshergalicia.org/ – Austrian province of Galicia 
• Litvak SIG, litvaksig.org/ – Lithuania and western parts of Belarus 
• Routes to Roots – eastern European archival holdings for Jewish records - 

rtrfoundation.org/index.shtml  
 
VI. Background and Explanatory Tools 

• “Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations,” USHMM (re ITS records) - 
secure.ushmm.org/individual-research/Glossary.pdf  

• “Timeline of Events,” USHMM - ushmm.org/learn/timeline-of-events/before-
1933  

• Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos – Yad Vashem - 
ushmm.org/research/publications/encyclopedia-camps-ghettos/download  

• Arolsen Archives e-Guide – explains how to get the most out of their records 
- arolsen-archives.org/en/search-explore/additional-resources/e-guide/  

 
VII. Other useful collections/subjects 

• Jewish Telegraphic Agency - jta.org/   
• Jewish Historical Newspapers - nli.org.il/en/discover/newspapers/jpress  
• Russia’s Fallen (WWII military database) – access via SteveMorse.org: 

stevemorse.org/russian/ussrmil.html  
• British Library bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/voices/info/decrees/decrees.html  
• Czech Databases holocaust.cz/en/database-of-victims/  
• Mémorial de la Shoah, Paris, France memorialdelashoah.org  
• Montreal Holocaust Museum museeholocauste.ca/en/  
• National Holocaust Centre and Museum, Nottinghamshire, U.K. 

holocaust.org.uk/ 
• Holocaust museums throughout the world - science.co.il/jewish/Holocaust-

museums.php  
 
VIII. Volunteer translation services 

• “ViewMate,” JewishGen - jewishgen.org/ViewMate/  
• Face Book 

o “Tracing the Tribe” - facebook.com/groups/20364215746  
o “Jewish Genealogy Portal” - facebook.com/groups/641559152559001  
o “Genealogical Translations” - 

facebook.com/groups/GenealogicalTranslations  


